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2006 Fire-Up
And Auction Most
Successful Ever!
The 2006 Fire-Up and Auction
were the most successful ever!
Back in the Stock Pavilion for the
second year, nearly 900 people
attended Fire-Up and even had
lunch at the right time due to a 2:30
p.m. football kickoff! A special
thank you to chairs Scott Rasch
and Jim Crowley for their leadership in the event and to the entire
committee for a great event. Special
thanks to Karen Knipschild for her
work with the auction signage and
to Lin Williams for help with reservations. Also thanks to the Deutsche
Kappelle Band for their music.
The Auction consisted of 46
items that sold for a total net profit
of $11,455. This is the highest net of
any Fire-Up auction ever! In addition, $8,968 of Fire-Up donations
was received from attendees and
the new 50/50 Raffle generated
$635. The UW Foundation will
match $8,000 of the donations so
all told, Fire-Up was about a
$29,000 day! Thank you to all
donors, buyers, and attendees for
helping raise money for scholarships and the Ambassador program!

On Wisconsin!
Nearly 900 alumni and friends attended the 31st Fire-Up event in the “Old Barn”
on Sept. 16. Here attendees help cheer on the Badgers to victory by signing
“On Wisconsin”.
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• Dec. 17 - WALSAA
Commencement Breakfast,
Gordon Commons, Madison
• Jan. 27 - Short Course
Alumni Reunion, Madison
• June 16-19 NAADA Conference, Madison
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President’s Message

Farewell and Thanks!
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G

reetings
to
all
C A L S
alumni, staff,
students and
friends! I hope
this issue of
the Express
finds
you
happy, healthy
and full of Badger spirit. The
fall season gets us back into the
full swing of things, with students returning to campus,
classes and clubs commencing,
and football games consuming
our weekends. As I write this
article, World Dairy Expo is
fully underway, which means
Halloween will be here shortly,
and the rest of the holidays are
right around the corner! Where
has the year gone?
This column marks my
final installment as WALSAA
president. The past year has
gone by faster than I ever could
have imagined, and my, what a
year it has been! There have
been numerous changes in
both the College of Agricultural
and Life Sciences and WALSAA.
Buildings, deans, faculty, students, events, alumni – they
have all changed over the
course of the past year. While
there is much change to consider, it is our responsibility to
make certain that we, both the
college and alumni association,
proceed in a positive direction.
As you all know, this fall
we welcomed Dean Molly Jahn
to the college; a new leader
who is faced with the daunting
task of building on the positive
developments established during the Aberle era, yet charting
a new, even brighter, course for
the future. Over the past couple of months, I have had the
pleasure to interact with Dean
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Jahn on several occasions and
can honestly say that I am confident she will lead us in the
positive direction we desire. At
one of our recent encounters, I
was able to share with her
WALSAA’s five-year plan, an
extensive and sophisticated
assessment of strategies complied by the WALSAA board
members, which identifies the
organization’s strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and
threats for the future. Dean
Jahn was truly impressed with
the quality of our analysis of
WALSAA’s position and of our
ideas for its future. It is apparent that exciting times of
change and challenge lie ahead
for WALSAA as we embark on
this new era of CALS leadership.
It has been my pleasure
and honor to serve as WALSAA
president this past year. I
enjoyed the opportunity to
meet and interact with so many
new faces and participate in
WALSAA’s many events. This
experience would not have
been as fulfilling had I not had
the pleasure of working with
so many great people, all of
whom deserve a big thank you.
I’d like to thank Rick Daluge
and Lin Williams for their tireless efforts and passion for
WALSAA. Thank you to the
members of the WALSAA
board for their ideas, insight
and commitment to this organization, along with the friendship and support they have
extended to me. Thank you to
the numerous alumni and volunteers who helped plan and
execute our events, and participated and supported this great
organization. I’d also like to
thank the students, our future
leaders and members of

WALSAA, for their optimism,
hard work, and never-ending
enthusiasm for the college.
And finally, to all of you, thank
you for attending our annual
Fire-Up event, picnics, the golf
outing or any other event
where your time, talent or
monetary commitment helped
accumulate funds for scholarships and programs that benefit CALS.
As I’ve shared with you
before, giving back a piece of
yourself to this exceptional
University is what WALSAA is
really all about. Thank you for
allowing me to serve as your
President and give back a bit of
myself.
ON WISCONSIN!
Jennifer Vincent, president

WALSAA Elects
New Directors
The following alumni were
elected to the WALSAA Board
for a three year term at the Sept.
16 annual meeting: John
Schroeder, Antigo; Tom Albrecht,
Shawano;
Gena
Cooper,
Madison; and Merle Richter,
Rice Lake.

Thank You Retiring
Board Members!
Thank you to retiring
WALSAA board members for
your years of service to WALSAA
and The College. Your wise
counsel, financial support, and
hard work have helped keep
WALSAA growing. Retiring
board members are: Alan
Koepke, Oconomowoc; Bob
Bosold. Eau Claire; Nicholas
Salm, Anitgo; and Jack Hippen,
Madison.
www.cals.wisc.edu/alumni/

A Time For Learning

(877) 919-CALS

Provost Pat Farrell and
Margaret Krome of the Michael
Fields Agricultural Institute. I
heard from them and many
other people how CALS can
strengthen its service to the
community and respond more
quickly to the critical issues
facing Wisconsin communities,
agriculture, and related industries.
In addition to exploring
ways CALS can respond to
these issues, we are working to
assess the various ways we
inform you about the exciting
range of activities that our students and faculty are undertaking on campus, throughout
the state and around the world.
It is essential that we connect
with you — the more than
26,000 alumni around the
world — and share with you
the ways in which the College
is affecting your life and the
lives of many others. We want
to show how we are responding to the needs of the existing
and emerging industries that
benefit from our discoveries
and how we are preparing our
students to be productive and
innovative employees that are
needed to keep Wisconsin’s
economy thriving in the 21st
century.
Another focus of my efforts
will be to see to it that our students get opportunities to
engage off-campus in meaningful ways. These opportunities may include internships
with firms, farms or organizations specializing in their field
or the opportunity to study
abroad.
The College is also working with campus admission

officials to ensure that students
from rural areas get full and
fair access to the education we
provide. Our research indicates
that once students from smaller rural high schools apply,
they are just as likely to get
into the UW-Madison, and that
those who come here are as
likely to succeed as students
from other backgrounds. We
will be working closely with
high-school educators throughout the state to communicate
these findings. I would like to
encourage WALSAA members,
our most vocal and dedicated
group of supporters, to do the
same. When you have a chance
to talk with high-school students, please tell them about
the wonderful, diverse opportunities waiting for them here.
WALSAA’s support and
engagement with the College
is key to our effort to strengthen public confidence and support for the university as a
whole. In just a few short
weeks, I have learned that our
alumni embody all that makes
CALS great. Your excitement,
energy, pride and support for
advancing the university is one
of our very greatest assets. We
do not take it for granted.
CALS is here for you – to
serve your needs, advance our
economy and train the next
generation of scientists and
civic leaders. Thank you for
your continued support of our
mission. And as always, ON
WISCONSIN.

Dean’s Message

O

ur College
is
buzzing
with activity
as new and
returning students are back
on campus.
They
bring
with them seemingly endless
energy and enthusiasm for the
wonderful opportunities they
find here. Their excitement is
contagious.
Just as our new students
are learning about College life,
I am learning about the College
and how much it means to so
many people. I have had the
pleasure of traveling the state
and meeting many of you at
various events. Most notable
was the WALSAA Fire-Up
where I met with the WALSAA
Board and celebrated with
more than 900 very spirited
alumni. I can’t say I met with
every one of you who attended, but I had fun trying!
From Oconomowoc to
Woodruff, from Spooner to
Milwaukee, and from LaCrosse
to Arlington I have had the
chance to hear and see first
hand how CALS continues to
play a role in your life.
In August, I was welcomed
to the College at a get-acquainted cookout at the Arlington
Research Station. I was honored by the presence of a distinguished panel of rural leaders, including Secretary of
Agriculture Rod Nilsestuen,
Senator Dan Kapanke and
Assemblyman Al Ott (chairman of the Wisconsin Senate
and Assembly Agriculture
Committees), UW-Madison

Dean Molly Jahn
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Rick’s Ramblings

Moving On

H

o m e coming
is upon
us as I write
this and a definite coolness
is in the air.
Your WALSAA
Board meets
this week and
will elect new leadership for the
upcoming year. This year’s FireUp and auction were great successes and I thank all the alumni
who attended, worked on the
event, and donated auction
items or purchased them. This is
WALSAA’s largest fundraising
event and is critical to sustaining our support of the students
in CALS.
Now that Fire-Up has
passed, the Board and several
committees will be swinging
into action to host the NAADA

conference next June here in
Madison. Our peer institutions
from around the country will be
sending their alumni and development professionals as well as
their alumni from the agricultural and life sciences to
Madison. If you’d like to help
with this endeavor, please let
me know and if you or your
business would like to sponsor
an event or support the conference monetarily.
Our students in CALS continue to do great things and are
involved in a lot of activities.
We’re working with them to see
how alumni might assist in
mentoring our students and
helping them learn more about
careers and the world of employment. We can use your help to
make this happen. See the article
elsewhere in the newsletter that
explains this initiative more

fully.
I am always saddened to
learn of the loss of so many
emeritus professors and alumni,
but I do want to mention one of
these persons who left us at way
too young an age. Dennis Buege,
Animal Sciences professor,
passed away this month from
cancer at age 61. Denny was a
great supporter of Fire-Up. For
many years he obtained sausage
for the event from some of the
processors in the state. He also
worked very hard to support
youth programs in the College
with FFA and 4-H judging contests. He will be missed.
Let’s hope the Badgers play
great football through the rest of
the season and Happy
Thanksgiving to everyone!
Rick Daluge,
secretary-treasurer

Robert Ray Named Associate Dean of Academic Student Affairs
By Nicole Miller
Robert O. Ray, UW-Madison
professor of forest ecology and
management, has been named
associate dean of undergraduate programs and services at
the UW-Madison College of
Agricultural and Life Sciences.
In his new position Ray will
have overall responsibility for
the College’s undergraduate
instruction, student recruiting
and career services, Farm and
Industry Short Course and
alumni programs.
Ray has been with the
University since 1976 and has
spent the last seven as assistant
dean in the academic student
affairs office.
“Bob Ray brings to this
position a thorough understanding of the College’s undergraduate programs that will
4
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help guide our ongoing efforts
to enhance our students’ experiences,” says CALS Dean
Molly Jahn, who appointed Ray
to the post. “He has bold and
innovative goals and vision for
one of our College’s most
important functions. I look forward to helping him move
these ideas forward.”
Ray has been with the forest ecology and management
department since 1997. He
joined the faculty 30 years ago
as an assistant professor in the
former department of continuing and vocational education
(CAVE), and later served as
that department’s chairperson.
He has a joint appointment in
the university’s Education
Leadership and Policy Analysis
program, which was created
when the CAVE department
was discontinued.

A Georgia native, Ray
received his bachelor ’s and
master’s degrees
f ro m
the
University
of
Georgia
in
Athens before
earning a doctorate from the
University
of
Robert Ray
Maryland
in
College Park. Much of his
research has focused on adult
education and the role of recreation and leisure activities in
the quality of life of older
adults. More recently, he has
studied the implications of
human behavior on natural
resources management.
Ray
replaces
Richard
Barrows, who retired in May
after serving 13 years as associate dean and 34 years on the
College’s faculty.
www.cals.wisc.edu/alumni/

Thank You Buyers and Donors

Thank you Fire-Up food donors:
Alto Dairy Co-op
Chalet Cheese Co-op
Coloma Farms
Graf Creamery
H&M Distributing
Jim’s Cheese Pantry
Kaltenberg Seed
Klondike Cheese
Land O’ Lakes
Lodi Sausage
Norm Maier
Pat’s Country Market
Pine River Pre Pak
Usinger’s
UW Ag Research Stations
Wis. Milk Marketing Board
Wisconsin Poultry Industries
(877) 919-CALS

Fire-Up

Thank you WALSAA alumni and
friends who purchased auction
items:
Alan Rademacher
Andrea K. McGowan
Audrey Krebs
Barbara Billings
Becky Levzow
Bob Hagenow
Carol Van Alven
Christopher Kuehnel
Dan Arthur Nusbaum
Daphne Holterman
Dave Wedl
David and Geri Henningfield
David Johnson
Dean Peterson
Ellen Wepner
Eric and Teresa Johnson
Gail Schaefer
Gary Pritchard
Henry Sautin
Jeffrey Mitchell
Jim Fisher
Jon Anderson
Karen Knipschild
Karen Topel
Keith Gretenhart
La Verne Ausman
Liz Henry
Lois Polacek
Matt Vick
Michael and Nancy Beilke
Michael P. Garvey
Mike Manthey
Paul Ganshert
Ralph Levzow
Raymond Halbur
Richard Daluge
Robert Williams
Roger Borgwardt
Ron Polacek
Thomas J. Earleywine
Thomas Lyon

Record Breaking Auction
The Auction set a new record with the 46 items netting over $11,000.
Thank You!

Raffle Winners

Kit Nusbaum and son received the 50/50 Raffle proceeds from the new
Fire-Up Raffle. WALSAA president Jennifer Vincent is presenting the proceeds, totaling $635.
VOLUME 36 ISSUE 5
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Miniature Reunions Took Place

Fire-Up

Thank you to the following
Fire-Up Volunteers:

Mini Babcock Reunion
Babcock House alumni gathered at Fire-Up. From left new WALSAA
Board member, Merle Richter, Colleen Dean, Jack Wilson, and Dieter
Harle.

AGR Reunion, Too
6

Alpha Gamma Rho alumni present at Fire-Up included from left Brian
Vorpagel, Matt Anderson, Luke Wiedenfeld, and steak cook Steve Marr.
WALSAA Express - October 2006

Jessica Agnew
Kylene and Mark Anderson
Louis Arrington
Stephen Beaver
Michael Beilke
Dale Boness
Dennis Buege
Fredrick Capelle
David Cooper
Gena Cooper
Scott Craven
James Crowley Jr
Peggy Daluge
Maureen De Bruin
Dee and Tom Earleywine
James Everts
Jon Frey
Ric Grummer
Ted Fahey
Robert Hagenow
Elizabeth Henry
John Hippen
Scott Johnson
Robert Kaczmarek
Robert Kauffman
Dan Kendall
Lisa Klug
Beth and Bill Kolodzinski
Laura Krause
Christopher Kuehnel
Norm and Mary Maier
Jill Makovec
Roland Manthe
Michael Marr
Leonard Massie
Dwight Mueller
Clarence Olson
Jody Pinter Bleck
Scott Rasch
Edward Reible
Jennifer and Mike Reuter
Sheldon Schieldt
Grant Schneider
Mark Sherry
Marjorie Stieve
Milton Sunde
Brian Vorpagel
Gary Wagner
Robert Williams
Thomas Wright
www.cals.wisc.edu/alumni/

Friends Find Each Other at Fire-Up

Friends Gather Together
Old friends gather at the 2006 Fire-Up. From left Irv Steinhauer, Don
Drecktrah, Nancy Rhodes, and Vicki Kraus.

Couples Catch Up
Steve and Bonnie Van Lannen visit with Al and Mary Farvour at Fire-Up
2006.
(877) 919-CALS

Agri-View
AgSource Cooperative/CRI
Badgerland Farm Credit
Services
Brehm Wonder Creek Nursery Beaver Dam
Norma Brooks
Case New Holland
Coloma Farms - Steve and 		
Andy Diercks
Dairyland Seed
Rick and Peggy Daluge
Margaret Dega
Del Bar Prime Steakhouse
DeLong Company
Doubletree Hotel
Edgewater Hotel
Great Wolf Lodge
Lisa and Bob Hagenow
CALS Alumni at John Deere
Bob and Phyllis Kauffman
Senator Herb Kohl
Lynn’s Craft Shop
Kay and Duane Maas
Madison Concourse Hotel
Madison Symphony Orchestra
Norm Maier
Overture Center
R & S Insurance Company - 		
Sheldon A. Schieldt and 		
Diane Amera
Rasch Families - Larry and Sue,
Todd and Ellen and Scott, 		
Angela and Connor
Birdie Schiller
Donna Schink
Tom and Gail Schomisch
Robin A. Shepard
Mark and Kathleen Sherry
Tyrol Basin
UW Band
UW Forestry Club
Valley View Farms – Mike Marr
WALSAA
Weed Man Lawn Care
West Madison Ag Research
Station
Wollersheim Winery
World Dairy Expo

Fire-Up

Thank you for your generosity
to all Fire Up Auction Item
donors:
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Golfers Galore

WALSAA Golf Outing Has Record Attendance

Golfers Gather at Clubhouse

The WALSAA Golf Outing at the Meadows of Six Mile Creek in
Waunakee was a great success with 68 golfers competing for great prizes. Scott Borgwardt and Ryan Duffy served as chairs.

Time Well Spent

David Hogg, Keith Kelly, Abe
Aberle and Neal Martin enjoyed
their time together on the greens.

Fun in the Sun

8

These WALSAA ladies had fun in
the sun while golfing at Six Mile
Creek. Left to right are: Jessica
Agnew, Moriah Morris, Sharon
Brantmeier, Lisa Behnke, Val
Breunig, and Liz Henry.
WALSAA Express - October 2006
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Alumni Updates

Claire Sink, BS ’65, retired
form the U.S. Department of
Energy as a senior program
manager. Sink works with the
Penn State Graduate School
Alumni Society and serves as
awards chair for that group.
Richard La Croix, BS ’67,
MS ’69, has been named vice
president of Product Services
and Development for AgSource
Cooperative, a division of CRI.
La Croix previously worked for
CRI in consulting.
Rick Daluge, BS ’71, MS
’75, PhD ’82, was recently
awarded the 2006 Friend of
Agronomy award by the UW
Agronomy Department. Daluge
is director of the Farm and
Industry Short Course and
WALSAA secretary-treasurer.
Richard Straub, BS ’72, MS
‘75, PhD ’80, received the
Presidential
Distinguished
Citation from the ASABE
Association at its annual meeting in Oregon. Straub is a faculty member in the Biological
Systems Engineering department and is director of Ag
Research Stations.
Ken McKenzie, BS ’75,
joined the National Association
for Retail Marketing Services
(877) 919-CALS

(NARMS).
Previously
McKenzie was with the
Wisconsin Milk Marketing
Board. He will relocate to
Steven’s Point.

Achievement
Award
in
Indianapolis as part of the
National FFA Convention. This
is the highest individual award
an FFA member can receive.

Dale Pertzborn, MS ’79,
was appointed chief lending
officer at Fortress bank in
Westby. Fifteen loan officers
will report to Pertzborn from
six different Fortress locations.
Pertzborn has been a vice president of the bank since 2001.

Scott Vosters, BS ’90, has
accepted a new position as loan
officer for Agri-Max Financial
Services. He will continue to
reside in the Chippewa Falls
area.

JoDee Sattler, BS ’83, was
recently elected secretary of the
Badger NAMA chapter. Sattler
works for Dairy Business
Communications.

Ann Paulman, FISC ’95,
has been named calf products
coordinator with Vita Plus.
Paulman is an ag journalism
graduate and previously
worked for the UW Ag Research
stations.

John Brunnquell, BS ‘85,
MS ‘95, announced that beginning with the fall semester all
UW Madison dining halls will
begin serving organic eggs for
dorm residents, supplied by
Egg Innovations, which he
serves as president. In 2006 Egg
Innovations will add 200,000
organic chickens to meet continuing growth in organic egg
markets. Brunnquell is past
president of WALSAA.

Ron Patterson, BS ’96, has
joined Vita Plus as a dairy nutritionist in the Dodgeville area.
Patterson previously worked in
animal health product sales.

Tom Breunig, BS ’85, has
been elected president of the
Badger NAMA chapter. Breunig
is with the Thomas group.

Karen Topel, BS ’03, was
named managing editor for
Agri-View. Topel has been with
the company for four years,
serving as the editorial intern
and editorial assistant.

Kristine
(Bennett)
Bradsher, BS ’86, is currently
working for the Food and Drug
Administration as a legislative
analyst covering issues in veterinary medicine, foods and
applied nutrition. She is also a
LCDR in the Navy Reserve
Medical Service Corps.
Dale Beaty, BS ’87, director
of training and development
with Wisconsin Farm Bureau
received the National FFA
Alumni
Outstanding

Congratulations

Donald Erbach, BS ’64, MS
’66, received the American
Society of Agricultural and
Biosystems Engineers (ASABE)
Fellow award at the 2006 annual meeting in Oregon. Erbach
has also been selected to be the
president–elect for the association. He is national program
leader for engineering and
energy at the USDAAg Research
Service in Beltsville, Md. He is
only the second UW graduate
to serve as president–elect of
the association.

Kylene (Cook) Anderson,
BS ’02, has been named sorted
semen marketing specialist for
ABS Global. Anderson has
worked for ABS Global for
three years as a technical service specialist.

Crystal McNett, BS ’05,
recently accepted the position
of assistant editor with AgriView.
Ryan Sterry, MS ’06, has
joined-UW Extension as dairy
agent in Polk County. Sterry
received his bachelor’s degree
from UW-River Falls and is
originally from Osseo.
VOLUME 36 ISSUE 5
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Faculty Updates

New Vice Dean Appointed
Dr. Clarence C. Olson,
retired Extension Dairyman
with the UW Dairy Science
Department, has received the
“Award of Meritorious Service”
from the American Jersey Cattle
Association at its recent annual
meeting in Nashville, Tenn.
Olson was cited for his
research in developing better
methods of testing for milk
components, especially protein.
This work enabled Jersey breeders to receive premiums for the
extra protein naturally found in
Jersey milk, thus improving
farm income for Jersey breeders
and dairymen throughout the
U.S. He was further recognized
for proposing a program called
“Genetic Recovery” where offspring of grade Jerseys might be
recorded in the Registry of the
Association. Forty percent of all
Jerseys can now trace a heritage
to this genetic recovery program
and have been reclaimed for its
genetic base.
Olson has also served as
assistant and superintendent of
the Jersey Show at World Dairy
Expo, which has grown from 74
head in its first show, to over
400 in recent years.

Goldman Appointed Vice Dean of CALS
By Bob Mitchell

Irwin Goldman, professor of
horticulture and UW-Madison
faculty member
since 1992, has
been appointed
vice dean of the
College
of
Agricultural and
Life Sciences. In
his new position,
Irwin Goldman
he will oversee
faculty hiring and development
efforts, manage the college’s
research division, and assist the
Dean in planning strategies and
launching new initiatives.
Goldman brings considerable administrative experience
to the job. For the last year he
has served as interim executive
associate dean during the period of transition between the
retirement of Dean Elton Aberle
and the recent appointment of

Dean Molly Jahn. Prior to that
he served as interim assistant
dean and then interim associate
dean in the College’s research
division.
Goldman’s academic interests center on breeding and
genetics of carrots, onions and
beets, with an eye toward
important traits related to disease resistance and medicinal
and nutritional properties. He
has taught a variety of classes,
including Evolutionary Biology;
Principles of Plant Breeding,
Techniques of Plant Breeding;
and World Vegetable Crops.
Goldman, a Wisconsin
native from Appleton, earned
his doctoral degree from the
College’s agronomy department, his master’s degree from
North Carolina State University
and his bachelor’s from the
University of Illinois.

Sundaram Gunasekaran,
Biological Systems Engineering,
received the ASABE Fellow
Award in July. Gunasekaran is a
full professor in the Biological
Systems Engineering department where he specializes in the
design and testing of cheese
properties and meltability.
Joe von Elbe, emeritus faculty in Food Science received
the 2005 Ruth Gordon Award
for exemplifying volunteer service in the Madison community.
The award is presented by the
Madison Service Club Council
annually.
10
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FTD Picnic Hosts

Thank you to the John Fischer family of Plymouth Wisconsin for hosting
150 alumni and friends at this year’s WALSAA Farm Technology Days
picnic. Pictured above are Linda Fischer, John Fischer (FISC ‘76) and
their daughter Sara Hanke (FISC ‘01).
www.cals.wisc.edu/alumni/

Thanks to our 2006 State Fair Volunteers!
Rosie Endres
Gwen Evans
Norm Everson
Brian Fluno
Tom Geimer
Delores Geimer
Ruth Grayless
Glenn Hanson
Howard Hasselkus
Liz Henry
Joel Huenink
Ann Huenink
Bill Hutter
Judine Hutter
Ginger James
Janine Jensen
Cheryl Johnson
Scott Johnson
Rich Kallan
Barb Kallan
Jake Kallan
Jamie Kallan

Sevie Kenyon
Karen Knipschild
Al Koepke
Mary Koepke
Jane Koepke
Gene Kohl
Steve Larson
Christine Lepple
Norm Maier
Mary Maier
Karen Mittelstadt
Tom Niles
Bryan Peth
Ann Dee Peth
Terry PuhekSandberg
Chuck Rabitz
Nichole Rabitz
Angela Rasch
Scott Rasch
Nancy Rhodes
Jeff Saatkamp

WALSAA Board of Directors
Jennifer Vincent ‘02, President - 2008
2125 Corinth Drive
Sun Prairie, WI 53590
Home: (608) 318-0153
Work: (608) 285-4513
E-mail: Jennifer.Vincent@Kraft.com

Steve Thomas ‘89, Vice President - 2007
904 Oaks Avenue North
Onalaska, WI 54650
Home: (608) 779-5951
E-mail: Steven.j.Thomas@monsanto.com
Dr. Rick Daluge ‘71, MS ‘75, PhD ‘82
Secretary-Treasurer, Ex Officio
116 Ag Hall, 1450 Linden Drive,
Madison, WI 53706
Work: (608) 262-3127
E-mail: rdaluge@cals.wisc.edu
Jessica Agnew ‘03 - 2007
320 Mine Road
Baraboo, WI 53913
Home: (608) 355-9920
E-mail: jagnew@uwalumni.com
Tom Albrecht ‘76 - 2009
N6031 Opperman Way
Shawano, WI 54166
Home: (715) 526-6728
E-mail: albrecht@ezwebtech.com
Jon Anderson ‘92, - 2007
427 Majeskie Drive
Pewaukee, WI 53072
Home: (262) 695-8294
Work: (414) 227-1000
(877) 919-CALS

E-mail: janderson@openroads-bgdn.com
Steve Diercks ‘70 - 2007
109 South Scott Street
Coloma, WI 54930
Home: (715) 228-3841
Work: (715) 228-3031
E-mail: cffarms@uniontel.net
Brian Fluno ‘97 - 2008
1712 North Woods Way
Vernon Hills, IL 60061-1236
E-mail: brian.fluno@sbcglobal.net
Gena Cooper ‘05 - 2007
641 West Main St. #210
Madison, WI 53703
Work: (608) 224-5128
E-mail: glcooper@uwalumni.com
Elizabeth Anne Henry ‘83 - 2008
7809 Dunroven Road
Dane, WI 53529-9711
Home: (608) 592-5299
Work: (608) 262-9485
E-mail: bothh@msn.com
Dr. David L. Nelson
1034 Waban Hill
Madison, WI 53711-3050
Home: (608)274-5184
Work: (608) 263-6879
E-mail: nelson@biochem.wisc.edu
Robert Pofahl ‘74 - 2008
1370 Boundary Road
Middleton, WI 53562

Tracy Sagan
Andy Sagan
JoDee Sattler
Dave Sattler
Justine Sattler
Shannon Sattler
Nicole Schmidt
Russ Skewes
Carl Smith
Bernie Staller
Kelly Olson Strunk
Nancy Thomas
Anthony Tyznik
Marilyn Tyznik
Jennifer Vincent
Preston Vincent
Kathy Wells
Jodi Wickham
David Williams
Tedi Winnett
Carl Wolfe

New Board Listing

Jessica Agnew
Steve Amundson
Jon Anderson
Dick Arnold
David Belzer
Milton Bliss
Gene Bohnhoff
Christina Bristol
Sandra Brown
Dale Bruhn
John Brunnquell
Liz Byler
Howard Cameron
Teresa Cameron
Kat Cameron
Rick Daluge
Peggy Daluge
Mike Doney
Don Drecktrah
Becky Duffy
Bill Ehrke
Jean Ehrke

Home: (608) 831-0434
Work: (608) 831-6563
E-mail: bob@reaeng.com
Merle Richter ‘72 - 2009
1907 York Street
Bloomer, WI 54724
Home: (715) 568-5687
Work: (715) 568-5300
E-mail: mrichter@bloomer.k12.wi.us
Chad Ryan ‘96
FISC Alumni President
N4067 Twin Oaks Drive
Fond du Lac, WI 54937
Home: (920) 960-1449
Work: (920) 923-3528
E-mail: aryan@absglobal.com
Nicholas Salm ‘65 - 2006
N2086 Rollwood Road
Antigo, WI 54409
Home: (715) 623-2429
E-mail: njsalm@newnorth.net
Grant Schneider, Student Rep.
301 Showerman Kronshage
1650 Kronshage Drive
Madison, WI 53706
Cell: (608) 886-0219
E-mail: gfschneider@wisc.edu
John Schroeder
W9563 Highway D
Antigo, WI 54409
Home: (715) 623-5735
E-mail: john@sbfi.biz
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Three Alumni Receive Honorary Recognition

CALS Highest Honor

By Katie Weber
Bob Hagenow of Poynette,
Mary Klecker of Cambridge,
and John Louis of Richland
Center received Honorary
Recognition awards on Oct. 26
from the UW-Madison College
of Agricultural and Life
Sciences.
Honorary Recognition is
the highest honor bestowed by
the College. It recognizes people who have made outstanding contributions toward the
development of agriculture,
protection of natural resources
and improvement of rural living. The College has honored
more than 400 people since the
award was established in 1909.
Bob Hagenow
Volunteer and mentor
Bob Hagenow’s day job is
sales manager at Vita Plus, but
he has a second
full-time job as a
tireless volunteer.
From coach to
mentor,
chairman, board member and instructor,
Hagenow Bob Hagenow
gives his time to
numerous agricultural organizations, with a particular
emphasis on youth dairy
efforts.
“It boggles my mind where
he finds the time to help out so
many organizations,” says Ric
Grummer, chair of the dairy
science department. “But Bob
does not volunteer his time for
recognition or accolades. He
does it out of a sincere interest
to keep the Wisconsin agricultural community moving forward.”
Hagenow takes a special
12
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interest in youth dairying
efforts, including working with
state- and county-level 4-H
clubs, judging dairy and goat
shows, and serving as assistant
superintendent of the Wisconsin
Dairy Expo for 20 years.
A graduate of the College
with a degree in dairy science,
Hagenow and his wife, Lisa,
were the first off-campus advisors for the Badger Dairy Club.
He has also served as an instructor at numerous Badger Dairy
Camps, helped lead WALSAA
fund-raising efforts, and served
as a board member for the
Association of Women in
Agriculture. He estimates that
he has written several hundred
letters of recommendation over
the last 20 years for students
and other people competing for
scholarships or awards.
On a professional level,
Hagenow is renowned as an
effective leader and an able
communicator, according to
David Rischmueller, general
manager of the Middleton
Farmers Cooperative Company.
“He facilitates the hard or difficult questions that need to be
addressed and helps guide
those involved to an effective
but non-threatening solution. I
have never encountered a man
as passionate to help those
around him, or someone as
committed to agriculture as
Bob Hagenow.”
Mary Klecker
Educator and conservationist
As an agricultural science
teacher at Madison East High
School for 29 years, Mary
Klecker has inspired her students to pursue advanced
degrees in everything from
genetics to botany to veterinary

science.
Through her leadership in
the classroom and community
organizations, she guided a
generation of young people to
careers in agriculture, the life
sciences and natural resources.
“Although Wisconsin has
produced thousands of outstanding educators, Mary
Klecker stands
out as the No. 1
educator in the
field of agriculture,”
writes
Milton McPike,
a retired Madison
Mary Klecker
high school principal and current
member of the University of
Wisconsin System Board of
Regents. “She has had an
impact on thousands of students and opened the doors for
hundreds to pursue careers in
all areas of science, technology
and teaching.”
As the agriculture science
instructor at East High School,
Klecker plans curriculum,
oversees a greenhouse and fiveacre laboratory plot, writes
grants, arranges field trips and
other hands-on learning
opportunities, and advises the
district’s year-round FFA program.
A farmer herself, Klecker
owns Out West Farm, Inc.,
near Cambridge, a 231-acre
bison operation that uses lowinput, sustainable practices.
She also holds numerous professional affiliations and positions, including director of the
Dane County Conservation
League, superintendent of the
Dane
County
Fair
Association,
Continued on page 13
www.cals.wisc.edu/alumni/

Honorary Recognition Cont.

John Louis
Skilled farmer
and research partner
If you like your apple pie
with a slice of cheese, you can
benefit from both of John Louis’s
farm enterprises.
As the senior manager of
Oakwood Fruit Farm and
Applouis Registered Holsteins
in
Richland
Center,
John
Louis has built
one
of
Wisconsin’s preJohn Louis
mier orchards
and established a
showcase operation in the dairy
industry – and has helped
UW-Madison
researchers
advance science in the process.
“Through John’s leadership
and use of the UW research, his
operation has become a showcase,” says Steve Kohlstedt, an
associate
professor
and
UW-Extension agent in Richland
County. “It is a prime example of
how what a person learns in Short
(877) 919-CALS

Course can be immediately put
into practice on the farm, and
how knowledgeable cooperators
can work with UW researchers
for on-farm research. This is truly
the Wisconsin Idea.”
A 1956 graduate of the
UW-Madison Short Course program, Louis was allowed to make
many of the management decisions on what was then his
father’s fruit farm. Under his
guidance, the apple orchard has
grown to more than 200 acres and
includes a retail and wholesale
operation. Louis also finds time
to hold numerous volunteer and
leadership positions, and is
known as a wise decision-maker
and consensus builder.
In the spirit of the Wisconsin
Idea, Louis welcomes UW scientists to do research and demonstration trials in his orchards,
where environmental pressures
favor different types of pests than
those found in the College’s
experimental orchards near
Sturgeon Bay.
Louis’s
operation
also
includes one of the best Holstein
herds in southwestern Wisconsin,
which he established based on
his experience showing cattle in
4-H and the Short Course training he received. Honored with an
Outstanding Holstein Breeder
Award by the Richland County
Holstein Breeders, Louis uses science to keep his operation on the
cutting edge of technology. He
also allows Short Course to use
his farm as a training site, and
welcomes international trainees
and field day visitors.
Bernie Wentworth
Distinguished Service Award
Although avian physiologist
Bernie Wentworth retired from
the UW-Madison College of
Agricultural Sciences in 2005, the

legacy of his research and instructional programs will guide his
department for
years to come. In
recognition of his
35 years of distinguished research,
teaching, administrative service
and outreach, the Bernie Wentworth
College is honoring
Wentworth
with
its
Distinguished Service Award.
After receiving his master’s
and doctoral degrees from the
University of Massachusetts,
Wentworth worked as a research
physiologist for the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service before coming to
the UW-Madison in 1969 as an
associate professor of poultry science. With a research program
based on basic hormonal interactions in avian physiology, he
made many lasting contributions
to poultry science, according to
Animal Science departmental
chair Dan Schaefer.
Wentworth was the driving
force behind the Midwest Poultry
Consortium’s Poultry Center of
Excellence. Now in its 11th year,
the center coordinates faculty
instructors from the participating
universities for six courses and
trains 32 students each summer.
Wentworth also developed and
co-taught the department’s largest-enrollment course, “Biology
and Appreciation of Companion
Animals,” and advised and mentored many undergraduate and
graduate students.
He served as chair of the
Department of Poultry Science
from 1985 until it merged with
the Department of Meat and
Animal Science in 1996, and then
served as associate chair of the
new Department of Animal
Sciences until 2004.
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Continued from page 12
and vice president of the
Wisconsin
Association
of
Agriculture Instructors. An
alumna of the College, Klecker
has presented at state and national seminars on women in agriculture, teaching non-traditional
students, biotechnoloy, and sustainable agriculture.
“Mary is one of the first
women in the nation to teach
agriculture and is a trailblazer in
a male-dominated profession,”
says Dan Kvalheim, advisor for
the DeForest FFA program. “She
has earned the respect of everyone who works with her and has
raised the bar in agricultural
education.”
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New Members

Student News
New Life
Members
Randal L. Jones BS ‘84
Naomi Uhlenhake BS ‘05
Laurie Volkman BS ‘06
Abby Huibregtse BS ‘05
Leah Kaehler Mindemann
BS ‘02
John (Lynn) Kryger
BS ’88, MD ‘92

New Life
Installment
Members

Jim Webb BS ‘04
Jeff Harenda BS ‘90
Jenny (Chia-Wei) Chang BS ‘06

New Annual
Members

Katrina Boyd BS ‘04
Ward A. Nottestad BS ‘74
Andrew Krippner BS ‘84
Jane A. Charlton BS ‘77
Erina Oistad BS ‘99
Todd Kenefick BS ‘86
Sharon Brummel BS ’85, MS ‘90
Duane J. Wiegel BS ‘72
Scot Krebs BS ‘80
Mary Bradley BS ‘80
Aaron R. Johnson
BS ’96, MD ‘00
Paul Jennrich BS ‘92
Dan J. Olson BS ‘93
Jennifer Rex FISC ‘06
Paul Ganshert BS’80
Melissa Copas BS ‘05
Robert Thomsen BS ‘84
Paul Ganshert BS ‘80
Emily Spellman BS ‘05
William “Bill” Coyle BS ‘91
Peter Kling MS ‘95
Matt Sansone BS ‘99
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The UW Quarter Scale
Tractor Team placed third overall in the 1/4 scale tractor competition out of 29 teams. The
UW team won first place for the
best appearance. Team leaders
were Chris Tamm, Garrit
Boettcher, and Bryan Janke.
UW Forestry students
placed first in Forest Management
competition held last spring.
They earned a prize of $1,000.
Team members included Joseph
Lennart,
Greenfield;
Erin
Predergast, Whitefish Bay;
Adam Ridley, Chanhassen,
Minn.; and Kristin Shy, Elm
Grove.
Two Farm and Industry
Short Course students excelled
in Dairy Cattle Judging at the
recent World Dairy Expo contest. J.R. Boyke, Fond du Lac,
placed sixth overall individual
out of more than 60 judges competing in the Post-Secondary
Dairy Expo contest. Boyke also
placed 10th in Ayrshires, ninth
in Holsteins, and second in
Jerseys. Summer Butterfield,
Ladysmith, placed eighth in
Brown Swiss and ninth in
Guernseys. Both students will
be attending their second year
in the Farm and Industry Short
Course this November.
A team of dairy cattle judges from UW-Madison took second place at the 38th All
American
Dairy
Show
Invitational Youth Dairy Cattle
Judging Contest, Sept. 18 at
Harrisburg, Pa. The Badger team
placed three points behind the
first place Penn State team, and
was first in Linear Evaluation,
first Brown Swiss, second in
Holsteins, third in Jerseys, and

fourth in Oral Reasons. Thirteen
national university teams competed. For the second year in a
row the Badgers had the high
individual in the contest as UW
junior Chrissy Wendorf claimed
this honor. The All-American is
Wendorf’s second high individual collegiate performance. She
also topped the 2005 Accelerated
Genetics Contest in Viroqua.
Other team members include:
Alane Uhe, Linda Behling and
Kelsi Hendrickson. Ted Halbach,
dairy cattle evaluation instructor, and Dave Dickson, emeritus
professor of dairy science,
coached the team.
A dairy cattle judging team
from UW-Madison placed second overall and first in oral reasons at the Accelerated Genetics
13th
Annual
Midwest
Intercollegiate Dairy Cattle
Judging Contest, Sept. 17 at
Viroqua.
The UW-Madison Team
Cardinal scored 2,033 points, 10
points behind the first-place
team from Oregon State
University. The Cardinal team
placed first in Oral Reasons, first
in
Holsteins,
second
in
Guernseys, fifth in Milking
Shorthorns, and fifth in Jerseys.
Two other Badger teams also
competed in the contest.
UW-Madison Team White took
sixth in the contest overall and
placed fifth in Oral Reasons,
second in Milking Shorthorns,
and second in Jerseys, while the
UW-Madison Team Black placed
third in Jerseys and fifth in
Holsteins. Ted Halbach, dairy
cattle evaluation instructor, and
Dave Dickson, emeritus professor of dairy science, coached the
teams.
www.cals.wisc.edu/alumni/

CALS Students Graduate From Medical School

Mathew Warren Aschbrenner
2002 BS Bacteriology &
Nutritional Science
Ophthalmology
maschbruenner@wisc.edu
(Marshfield Clinic - St. Joseph’s
Hospital, Marshfield)
Ryan A. Plamann
2001 BS Biochemistry
Pediatrics
(Fletcher Allen Health Care,
Burlington, Vt.)
Stacy Marie Sawtelle
2002 BS Biology (Additional
Major – Spanish)
Emergency Medicine
(Virginia Mason Medical
Center, Seattle, Wash.)

Student Connection: Alumni Database Initiative

A recent WALSAA Board of
Directors proposal to compile a
database of alumni interested in
helping CALS students with
career related services was overwhelmingly well received by
CALS Student Council members
representing their clubs. Student
leaders expressed that their clubs
have a desire for building relationships with professionals who
have ties to UW-Madison and
CALS majors. Alumni who are
part of the database would volunteer to be contacted by organizations and individuals for help
with small group speakers,
resume and interview develop-

ment, job shadows, and other
Badgers in the business connections. The initiative is a collaborative effort between the
WALSAA Board of Directors,
CALS Student Council, and the
Office of Career Services.
Those interested in knowing
more about progress with the
Initiative or how to become a
part of the database should contact
WALSAA
Student
Representative Grant Schneider
at gfschneider@wisc.edu or
Assistant Dean and Director of
Career
Services
Christina
Klawitter at klawitter@cals.wisc.
edu.

Dec. 2 Basketball Suite Reservation Form
Mail tickets to the address below:
Name			

Dana Marie Resop
2002 BS Animal Sciences
Emergency Medicine
dmresop@uwalumni.com
University of Massachusetts
Medical School, Worcester, Mass.

Address		

Eric August Smiltneek
2001 BS Biochemistry
Family Medicine
esmilt@uwalumni.com
Medical College of Wisconsin,
Milwaukee

Check made payable WALSAA in the amount of $

In Memoriam

Alma Baron PhD ‘74
Oley E. Berge FISC ‘32
Vaughn Brancel FISC ‘46
Dennis R. Buege PhD ‘75
Howard Green BS ‘43
Elmer Kohlstedt MS ‘54
Eugene Rupnow MS ‘57
Larry D. Satter PhD ‘65
Doris P. Slesinger PhD ’73
Joe J.M. Tuss BS ’50, MS ‘67
Donald Ben Zellmer BS ‘30

(877) 919-CALS

New Initiative

Congratulations to the following 2006 Medical School
Graduates who obtained their
bachelor’s degrees in CALS.
Their residency locations are
indicated as well.

City 				

State		

Phone				

E-mail

Zip

Payment Options:

Charge $		

to: Mastercard		

Visa

Name on Credit Card
Billing Address			
City				

State		

Phone #			

E-Mail

Zip

Card#			
3 digit #		

Expiration

Return registration to WALSAA, 1450 Linden Drive, Madison, WI 53706
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WALSAA Suite Basketball is Back!!

Make your reservation today to join WALSAA in the Kohl Center Nicholas
Suite on Saturday, Dec. 2 as the Badgers take on Florida International. The Suite
will open at noon, game time is set for 1 p.m. Your Suite admission includes a
great meal of roast tenderloin, chicken tenders, salad, veggie tray, potato wedges, and brownies as well as complimentary beverages (available though half
time). It also includes your $26 game ticket and the first 10 persons to reserve
tickets will receive a complimentary parking pass! The total cost of the event is
$90 per person and reservations are limited to no more than six per alumnus.
Reservations will be accepted until the Suite is sold out, so don’t delay; order
your tickets today! (See reservation form on page 15.)
The WALSAA newsletter is published by the Wisconsin Agricultural and Life Sciences Alumni Association, Inc., 116 Agriculture
Hall, 1450 Linden Drive, Madison, WI 53706. Circulation 3,000. Send change of address notices to above address. Layout and
design by Agri-View. Printing by Badger Press.

