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2007 Badger 
Football Schedule
Sept. 1 2:30 p.m. Washington State
Sept. 8 9 p.m. UNLV
Sept. 15 11 a.m.  The Citadel*
Sept .22 7 p.m. Iowa
Sept. 29 TBA Michigan State
Oct. 6 TBA Illinois
Oct. 13 2:30 p.m.  Penn State**
Oct. 20 TBA Northern Illinois
Oct. 27 11 a.m.  Indiana***
Nov. 3 TBA Ohio State
Nov. 10 TBA Michigan
Nov. 18 TBA Minnesota

Home games in red
*Fire-Up
**WALSAA Trip
***Homecoming

Join WALSAA for Fire-up 2007 in 
the Stock Pavilion on Sept. 15!
Our menu remains the same as in 
past years with steak sandwiches 
and brats as well as ice cream, beer, 
soda, apples, potatoes, and corn. 
The event will precede the Citadel 
football game on Sept. 15 and since 
kickoff is at 11 a.m., Fire-Up will 
begin at 8:30 a.m. and conclude 
around 10:30 a.m. The silent auc-
tion again promises to be another 
good one. See the auction item list 
elsewhere in this newsletter.
Parking will be available at $10 for 
that game and is only available in 
Lot 34. There may be a few free 

spots in Lot 32 if you arrive early. 
Since there is still a lot of construc-
tion on campus, we’d suggest you 
arrive early. Lot 34 is located east 
of Tripp Hall and Lot 32 is the 
Short Course Dorms Lot. A portion 
of Observatory Drive will remain 
closed early this fall. 
A form to order Fire-Up Luncheon 
only tickets as well as football 
Fire-Up packages is located in the 
newsletter. We hope to see you at 
Fire-Up and Auction 2007 as we 
celebrate 32 years of raising funds 
to support students in the College 
of Agricultural and Life Sciences.

Attend the 32nd Fire-Up
In the UW Stock Pavilion Sept. 15

Two years ago, WALSAA members celebrated Fire-Up's return to the Stock Pa-
vilion on campus as the tune "Varsity" resonated from the walls. Another suc-
cessful event is planned for Sept. 15 this year, prior to the Badger football game 
versus the Citadel. Reserve your tickets today with the form found in this news-
letter.

Back in the Barn
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 Late Summer Greetings to Fellow Alumni
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August is 
upon us 
and foot-

ball season is 
just around 
the corner. 
T r a i n i n g 
camps are 
starting from 
pee-wee flag 

football to the professional 
level. With the onset of fall, we 
look forward to the annual right 
of passage presented to Badger 
fans and CALS Alumni every-
where - the annual WALSAA 
Football Fire-Up. Sept 15 in the 
Stock Pavilion at 8 a.m. is the 
place to be. The Football Fire-
Up and the associated silent 
auction is the single biggest 
event for WALSAA. I encour-
age you to take a look at the 
silent auction items listed in this 
issue of the Express. Bring your 
bidding enthusiasm to the Fire-
Up and help raise the funds 
necessary for WALSAA to pro-
vide the scholarships, travel 
awards, ambassador programs 
and alumni events we spon-
sor all year. Also, don’t for-
get to bring some extra pocket 
change. You can put it toward 
a chance at winning the 50:50 
raffle. 

This year’s Fire-Up will be 
a special treat as it will be one 
of Dean Rick Daluge’s last offi-
cial WALSAA functions. You 
do not want to miss hearing 
Rick singing Varsity over the 
Stock Pavilion sound system 
one more time. You will also 
have the privilege of meet-
ing Annie Wright. She will be 
working with Ben Miller in 
CALS External Relations with 
alumni relations. Liz Henry, 
Jon Anderson and I participat-
ed in the search and screening 

process leading to the hiring of 
Annie. We look forward to her 
contribution and coordination 
with WALSAA.

I encourage you to attend 
the annual board meeting. This 
will be held prior to the start 
of Fire-up activities on Sept 15. 
We will be voting on the board 
member nominees, recogniz-
ing outgoing board members, 
introducing Annie Wright, and 
hearing from Dean Molly Jahn. 
For your review, board can-
didate biographies are in this 
newsletter.

In previous articles I have 
mentioned about the NAADA 
conference. This was held in 
June, and thanks to the tire-
less efforts of Jen Vincent 
and Jessica Agnew as board 
member co-chairs, and Brian 
Hettiger of the UW Foundation 
and Rick Daluge, the confer-
ence was a great success. A 
thousand thank you’s go to all 
those volunteers who provided 
financial support, attended the 
conference, assisted with reg-
istrations, worked at the vari-
ous tours and the picnic for 

the event. Your dedication to 
WALSAA and willingness to 
contribute financial support 
and your time is truly what 
makes WALSAA so great. 

The annual Farm 
Technology Days WALSAA 
picnic is just around the corner. 
It will be held the Wednesday 
afternoon of Farm Technology 
Days and this year is being 
hosted at Larson Acres. Please 
join us for some food and fun 
after a day at the show.

I also want to person-
ally thank the many alumni 
connections, friends and col-
leagues who have given me 
encouragement, leads and 
opportunities to consider 
toward my future career direc-
tion. After 18 rewarding years 
with Monsanto, I am excited 
that I’ll be continuing in agri-
culture with M & I Bank as an 
agriculture banker. My family 
and I will continue to reside in 
Onalaska. 

Thank you all for your sup-
port of WALSAA. 

Steve Thomas, president

Dick Straub Named Director
Of Agricultural Programs, Chair of BSE

Dick Straub, who has served as an interim associate dean 
in the CALS research division for the past two years, assumed 
a new title and combination of responsibilities as of July 1. On 
that date, he returned to the Department of Biological Systems 
Engineering on a 50 percent basis to serve as department chair. 
He also retained a 50 percent appointment with the CALS admin-
istrative team under the new title of director of agricultural pro-
grams. In that capacity, he will continue his longstanding duties 
directing the College’s agricultural research stations, managing 
the College’s Federal Formula Funds, overseeing animal-related 
compliance issues, serving as technical liaison with the College’s 
agriculture and natural resource stakeholders, and continuing to 
work in partnership with Vice Dean Irwin Goldman on matters 
related to research administration and policy.



Summer is 
here, and 
with it 

comes the many 
activities and 
events around 
the State that 
c e l e b r a t e 
W i s c o n s i n ’ s 
diverse agri-

culture. Our farms and commu-
nities are hosting fairs, parades 
and special gatherings that 
bring Wisconsinites together 
from all walks of life. It’s a 
wonderful time to cherish the 
unique character and the proud 
traditions that make Wisconsin 
great.

Summer is also an exciting 
time at the College. Beyond 
summer-session courses and 
new student orientation, we 
host a great variety of confer-
ences and continuing education 
opportunities, which keep our 
campus lively and vibrant year 
round. It is also a time of reflec-
tion, when we take stock of our 
progress as teachers, admin-
istrators, researchers and ser-
vants of the Wisconsin Idea and 
ready ourselves for the coming 
academic year.

This is especially true for 
me. By the time you read this 
message, I will have been your 
dean for one year, and I want 
to take advantage of this mean-
ingful anniversary to share my 
reflections and highlights that 
have helped me in this new 
role.

During the past year, I have 
had the opportunity to travel 
the State from Milwaukee to 
LaCrosse, River Falls, Antigo, 
Green Bay, Baraboo and many 
spots in between. These trips 
have allowed me to nourish a 

deep affection for Wisconsin 
and its citizens. My family and 
I feel very much at home here, 
and I want to thank everyone in 
the College community for the 
welcome and support I have 
received.

As I have traveled the State, 
I have also benefited greatly 
from meeting many alumni. It 
is inspiring and motivating to 
hear from you how the College 
has made a difference in your 
life, your business, your com-
munity and your family. As 
members of the WALSAA com-
munity, you are a critical part 
of the ongoing success of this 
College. You uphold our tradi-
tions and set high standards for 
our students to reach. You also 
help us identify our research 
priorities and show us where 
our efforts are most needed to 
make a difference in the lives of 
our citizens. The open, candid 
dialogue we have is absolutely 
essential to our future, and I 
want to do everything I can to 
make sure these conversations 
are as deep and wide as pos-
sible.

To that end, I am very 
pleased to announce that we 
have a new member on our 
staff. Annie Wright joins us this 
month to assist with College 
alumni relations, including 
serving as the liaison between 
the College and WALSAA. 
Annie is a recent graduate of 
the UW-Madison School of 
Human Ecology, and she has 
previously worked with the 
Madison Childrens Museum, 
the Wisconsin Entrepreneurs 
Network and the Office of 
Justice Assistances Violence 
Against Womens Program.

Annie will assume many of 

the duties carried out so splen-
didly by Rick Daluge, but, of 
course, no one can fully replace 
Rick’s many years of devotion 
to these tasks. Instead, we are 
asking Annie to evolve a new 
relationship between WALSAA 
and the College, one that con-
tinues to support WALSAA’s 
outstanding programmatic 
activities but also creates new 
ways that WALSAA and the 
College can work together to 
engage even larger numbers 
of our alumni. From our con-
versations, I know that Annie 
shares our desire to be inclu-
sive in our events and expan-
sive in our programs, and she 
is particularly excited to help 
us develop new initiatives to 
connect alumni with our cur-
rent students.

More than anything, as I 
look back over the past year, I 
see the building momentum of 
this College. We have accom-
plished so much in so little 
time, and it’s a great credit to 
the creativity and talent of our 
entire community. I look for-
ward to working with all of 
you as we reach new heights 
together.

Thank you, and On 
Wisconsin!

Molly Jahn, dean

 Highlights From First-Year as Dean
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In Memoriam

Paul N. Drolsom, BS ‘49, MS 
‘50, PhD ‘53

Alfred Francour BS ‘50, MS 
‘64  
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Steve Thomas ‘89, 
President - 2007
904 Oaks Avenue North
Onalaska, WI 54650
Home: (608) 779-5951
E-mail: Steven.j.Thomas@
monsanto.com

Liz Henry ‘83, Vice 
President - 2008
7809 Dunroven Road
Dane, WI 53529-9711
Home: (608) 592-5299 
Work: (608) 262-9485
E-mail: bothh@msn.com

Dr. Rick Daluge ‘71,
MS ‘75, PhD ‘82
Secretary-Treasurer,
Ex Officio
116 Ag Hall
1450 Linden Dr.  
Madison, WI 53706
Work: (608) 262-3127
E-mail: rdaluge@
cals.wisc.edu

Jessica Agnew ‘03 - 2007
320 Mine Road  
Baraboo, WI 53913
Home: (608) 751-3084
E-mail: jagnew@
uwalumni. com

Tom Albrecht ‘76 - 2009
N6031 Opperman Way
Shawano, WI 54166
Home: (715) 526-6728
Work: (715) 526-4229
E-mail: albrecht@
ezwebtech.com

Jon Anderson ‘92 - 2007
427 Majeskie Drive  
Pewaukee, WI 53072
Home: (262) 695-8294
Work: (414) 227-1000
E-mail: janderson
@openroads-bgdn.com

Gena Cooper ‘05 - 2007
518 West Main St. #23 
Madison, WI 53703
Home: (608) 444-7656
Work: (608) 224-5128
E-mail: glcooper
@uwalumni. com

Steve Diercks ‘70 - 2007
109 South Scott Street
Coloma, WI 54930
Home: (715) 228-3841  
Work: (715) 228-3031
E-mail: cffarms
@uniontel.net

Brian Fluno ‘97 - 2008
1712 North Woods Way
Vernon Hills, IL 60061-
1236
Home: (847) 327-9466
Work: (847) 438-8211
E-mail: brian.fluno
@sbcglobal.net

Dr. David L. Nelson
1034 Waban Hill  
Madison, WI 53711-3050
Home: (608)274-5184
Work: (608) 263-6879
E-mail: nelson
@biochem.wisc.edu

Robert Pofahl ‘74 - 2008
1370 Boundary Road  
Middleton, WI 53562
Home: (608) 831-0434
Work: (608) 831-6563
E-mail: bob@reaeng.com

Merle Richter ‘72 - 2009
1907 York Street
Bloomer, WI 54724
Home: (715) 568-5687
E-mail: mkrichter

@bloomer.net
Chad Ryan ‘96
FISC Alumni President
N4067 Twin Oaks Drive
Fond du Lac, WI 54937
Home: (920) 960-1449
Work: (920) 923-3528
E-mail: aryan@
absglobal.com

Michelle Brenner,
Student Rep.
2605 El Rancho Drive
Brookfield, WI 53005
Cell: (608) 217-6971
E-mail: mrbrenne@wisc.
edu

John Schroeder
W9563 Highway D
Antigo, WI 54409
Home: (715) 623-5735
Work: (715) 623-2689
E-mail: john@sbfi.biz

Jennifer Vincent ‘02 - 2008
2125 Corinth Drive  
Sun Prairie, WI 53590
Home: (608) 318-0153
Work: (608) 285-4513
E-mail: Jennifer.Vincent@
Kraft.com

WALSAA Board of Directors

Stan Bird, BS ’63, was pre-
sented the Western Dairy Business 
magazine’s 2007 Outstanding 
Dairy Industry Pioneer/Service 
Provider award. The prestigious 
award recognized Bird for his 
lifetime dedication to the dairy 
industry and his long time efforts 
to organize, market, and promote 
its activities.

Bird is known through his 
previous involvement with the 
World Dairy Expo in Madison. 
He is credited with organizing 
the dairy seminars for that event 
and for starting its annual maga-
zine, and having served as its 
publisher. He also founded the 
World’s Forage Analysis Super 
Bowl and Forage Management 

Cup contests that are held annu-
ally at the World Dairy Expo. 

In 1978, he founded the NAMA 
Student Agri-Marketing Contest. 
He also serves on the board of 
directors that founded the North 
American Intercollegiate Dairy 
Challenge. In addition, in 2006, 
he organized the ‘We Believe in 
Growing Contest’ for FFA and 
4-H members at the World Ag 
Expo.

Merle Richter, BS ’72, cur-
rent WALSAA Board Member, 
was inducted into the Wisconsin 
FFA Hall of Fame at the recent 
June State FFA Convention.

Bob Bosold, BS ’76, has 

been named to the Wisconsin 
Broadcasters Hall of Fame. 
Bob has been the “Voice of 
Agriculture” in Western and 
Central Wisconsin for the past 
30 years by serving the rural and 
agricultural community.

Wendy J. Clark, BS ‘00, 
has been working at Hoard’s 
Dairyman as a dairy market-
ing manager. She has also been 
elected as the AWA Corporation 
Board president to serve a one 
year term.

Mitchell Amundson, BS ‘07, 
has been named genetic manage-
ment systems specialist at ABS 
Global.



WALSAA Golf Outing Sept. 14
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Get your four-some together for the annual WALSAA golf outing at Six Mile Creek in Waunakee. 

Chairs Scott Borgwardt and Ryan Duffy have a great outing planned.
For the low price of just $80 you will be able to golf with a cart, eat supper afterwards and even have 

a chance at some great prizes! Registration is at 11 a.m. with golf starting at 11:30 a.m. The social hour 
and supper will follow golf at about 4:30 p.m. If you’d like to be a hole sponsor, send a check payable 
to WALSAA for $150 (tax deductible). Remember your support of the golf tournament raises funds for 
student scholarships.

All alumni and friends are welcome!

WALSAA Scholarship Golf Tournament
Sept. 14

Six Mile Creek, Waunakee 
Deadline for submission of registrations: Sept. 1

Names(s) of participant(s):

Name       Nametag:

Address      City   State  Zip______

Daytime Phone # 

Email Address

Name       Nametag:

Address      City   State  Zip

Daytime Phone # 

Email Address

Name       Nametag:

Address      City   State  Zip

Daytime Phone # 

Email Address

Name       Nametag:

Address      City   State  Zip

Daytime Phone # 

Email Address

Enclosed is $80 per person for   persons for the WALSAA Golf Tournament.

Total Enclosed

Make checks payable to WALSAA
Mail to: WALSAA 116 Ag Hall, 1450 Linden Dr., Madison, WI 53706  

VOLUME 37  ISSUE 4     5www.cals.wisc.edu/alumni
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 Annual WALSAA Meeting Planned For Sept. 15
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Plan now to attend the 
WALSAA Annual Meeting 
at 8 a.m. on Sept. 15 prior to 
WALSAA’s 32nd Fire-Up which 
begins at 8:30 a.m. followed 
by the Citadel Game at 11 a.m. 
We’re expecting a record turnout 
so plan now to return to the “old 
Barn” and see its new improve-
ments, but most importantly, all 
your friends from College.

Fire-Up is still a bargain 
when you consider that only 
$12.50 is the portion used for the 
food and drink and the other 
$12.50 is a donation for scholar-
ships and support of the CALS 
Ambassadors!

Join us on Sept. 15 when we 
elect four directors to WALSAA 
and you’ll have a chance to meet 
the new assistant director of 
alumni relations, Annie Wright.

Up for election to the board 
are: 

Gena Cooper
Gena Cooper graduated 

from UW-Madison in 2005 
with a bachelor’s 
degree in biochem-
istry. She is seek-
ing her first full 
three year term on 
the board, having 
previously filled 
out the remaining 
year on another board mem-
ber’s term. She grew up active-
ly involved on her family’s 
Mukwonago area farm, which 
included mink ranching, rais-
ing Clydesdale horses, and cash 
crop production. As a youth, 
she enjoyed participating in 4-H 
and served as the Wisconsin 4-H 
president during 2000-01. While 
a college student, Cooper was 
active in many CALS student 

organizations. She served as 
the president of the College of 
Agricultural and Life Sciences 
Ambassadors and president of 
the Undergraduate Biochemistry 
Student Organization. She was 
also a member of the Association 
of Women in Agriculture.

Cooper expanded her 
involvement within the agri-
cultural community in 2004 by 
serving as the Wisconsin Fairest 
of the Fairs. This opportunity 
allowed Cooper to gain valu-
able experience in public rela-
tions and communication.  After 
completing her undergradu-
ate degree, she stepped into 
Wisconsin’s most public agri-
cultural role: Alice in Dairyland. 
She was honored to represent 
her state and the agricultural 
industry in this highly identifi-
able position. Cooper is current-
ly employed by the Wisconsin 
Office of Energy Independence. 
She is an alternative energy pol-
icy analyst and special projects 
coordinator.

Sam Miller
Sam Miller received his 

bachelor’s degree in agricultur-
al economics from 
the College in 1984 
and an MBA from 
UW-Oshkosh in 
1993. As senior 
v i c e - p r e s i d e n t 
of agribusiness 
banking for M&I 
Marshall & Ilsley Bank, Miller 
coordinates and leads produc-
tion agriculture and agribusi-
ness banking activities. M&I is 
the largest agricultural bank in 
Wisconsin and the ninth largest 
in the United States. Miller has 
23 years of agricultural banking 

experience, the past 19 at M&I. 
He’s a board member of the 
Wisconsin Dairy 2020 Council; 
member of the American 
Bankers Association Agriculture 
and Rural Affairs Committee; 
school director for the Wisconsin 
Bankers Advanced Ag Banking 
School; a board member of 
the Dairy Business Innovation 
Center and treasurer of Classical 
School, an elementary charter 
school in Appleton.

Miller is married to Nadine, 
also a CALS graduate and 
they reside with their family 
in Appleton. He is interested 
in serving on the WALSAA 
Board as a way of giving back 
to the College and is especially 
interested in helping to manage 
WALSAA finances and budget 
development.

Ryan Solberg
Ryan Solberg is a 1980 grad-

uate and holds a bachelor’s 
degree from the 
department of bio-
chemistry. Solberg 
grew up on a dairy 
farm in western 
Wisconsin, near 
Ettrick, and was 
active in 4-H as 
a youth. He was involved in 
many activities as a CALS stu-
dent, including Small Animals 

Continued on page 7

Gena Cooper

Sam Miller

Ryan Solberg
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Continued from page 6
Day and the UW Marching 
Band.

Solberg is currently the U.S. 
& Canada public health sales 
manager for Valent BioSciences 
Corporation, Libertyville, 
Ill. He has worked to market 
and sell biological insecticides 
in both the agricultural and 
public health markets during 
the last 15 plus years, focus-
ing mainly in North America.

He is looking forward to 
serving on the WALSAA board. 
He understands the importance 
of WALSAA and their interac-
tion with CALS alumni, even 
for those currently located out-
side the state of Wisconsin.

Solberg and his wife Susan 
have three sons who keep them 
very busy. He enjoys coach-
ing various sports, Cub Scouts, 
teaching Sunday School, as well 
as being involved in other fam-
ily activities. They reside in 
Arlington Heights, Ill.

Steven Thomas
Steven Thomas is a WALSAA 

life member and a 1989 bach-
elor’s degree ani-
mal sciences grad-
uate. He grew up 
on a diversified 
livestock opera-
tion near Cobb 
in Southwestern 
Wisconsin. The son 
of Deane (FISC) 
and Nancy Thomas (Home 
Ec), he spent many years active 
in the family beef and swine 
operation. As a CALS student, 
his fondness for being a true 
Badger fan was cemented. He 
was active in Saddle and Sirloin 
Club, a member and coach of 

the Meat Animal Evaluation 
Team and involved in many 
other activities across campus.

Thomas recently joined 
M & I Bank as an agricultural 
banker in the LaCrosse area. 
He had been involved in the 
introduction and adoption 
of Monsanto’s POSILAC bST 
product to the U.S. dairy indus-
try. In 18 years with Monsanto, 
he held several sales, market-
ing, and management positions 
across the country. He is a cer-
tified personal coach through 
the Hudson Institute in Santa 
Barbara, Calif.

He shares, “It is a privilege 
to serve as a board member to 
give back to the University that 
has given me so much in the 
way of connections to great peo-

ple, information and opportuni-
ties. WALSAA continues to be 
a cornerstone of the University 
and alumni relations. WALSAA 
is entering an exciting time as 
responsibilities change and lead-
ership changes. I look forward 
to being a part of that effort. I 
have first-hand experience with 
the benefits WALSAA provides. 
Our ability to provide scholar-
ship and service opportunities 
for students is dependent on 
the efforts of our alumni and 
the efforts of people interested 
in investing in the future of our 
CALS youth.”  

Thomas and his wife Janelle 
(BS- ag journalism 1992) and 
their three children Zachary, 
Jaclyn, and Alexandra live in 
Onalaska.

Steve Thomas

We’ll be waiting to serve you at this year’s Fire-Up! When you arrive at 
Fire-Up this year, you'll be treated to a steak sandwich and bratwurst fresh 
off the grill thanks to the many volunteers that come together each fall to 
host the event.

Ready and Waiting
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Badger season basketball tickets 
for games at the Kohl Center 
Retail Value: $720
Donor: Coloma Farms
 
Two Green Bay Packer tickets 
(Game to be determined)
Retail Value: $130
Donor: Donna Schink

Autographed Badger basketball 
signed by Bo Ryan
Retail Value: Priceless
Donor: WALSAA

5 foot Colorado Blue Spruce 
Retail Value: $135
Donor: Brehm Wonder Creek 
Nursery - Beaver Dam

One week of summer lodging 
in beautiful Montreal, Wis., for 
up to 13 people - excluding July 
4 and Labor Day.
Retail Value: $350
Donor: Rick and Peggy Daluge

Four UW football tickets for the 
Oct. 27 Indiana Homecoming 
game
Retail Value: $184
Donor: Birdie Schiller
 
Two night stay for two at 
Concourse Hotel “Governors 
Club” room 
Retail Value: $400 
Donor: Madison Concourse 
Hotel 

4 Tyrol Basin downhill ski lift 
tickets 
Retail Value: $136
Donor: Sue McKay - Tyrol Basin 

Direct the UW Band at post-
game show on Sept. 15, 2007
Retail Value: Priceless
Donor: UW Band

Ten cubic yards of compost - 
delivered within a 25-mile 
range of West Madison Research 
Station
Retail Value: $200
Donor: West Madison Ag 
Research Station

Case IH MX Magnum pedal 
tractor and utility wagon
Retail Value: $225 
Donor: Case New Holland

5 foot Colorado Blue Spruce
Retail Value: $135
Donor: Brehm Wonder Creek 
Nursery - Beaver Dam

Pair of UW season hockey tick-
ets - includes playoff rounds 
Retail Value: $459
Donor: WALSAA

Pair of UW football tickets for 
the Nov. 10 Michigan game 
Retail Value: $92
Donor: Birdie Schiller

Two ticket vouchers to a Friday 
or Sunday concert during the 
Madison Symphony Orchestra’s 
2007-08 season 
Retail Value: $84
Donors: Madison Symphony 
Orchestra 

Up to four nights of mid-week 
winter ski lodging for up to 
13 people in scenic Big Snow 
Country - Montreal, Wis. (Valid 
Sunday-Thursday nights only. 
Holidays excluded.) 
Retail Value: $928
Donor: Rick and Peggy Daluge  

World Dairy Expo gift basket 
Retail Value: $75
Donors: World Dairy Expo  

Pair of UW football tickets 
Donor: Norma Brooks

Gift box of assorted Wisconsin 
Championship Cheese (2007 
Wisconsin State Fair Winners) 
Retail Value: $35
Donors: Norm Maier 

Framed print of the UW-Madison 
marching band
Retail Value: $150
Donor: AgSource Cooperative/
CRI

Ten cubic yards of compost - 
delivered within a 25-mile 
range of West Madison Research 
Station
Retail Value: $200
Donor: West Madison Ag 
Research Station

One processed lamb
Retail Value: $200
Donor: Rasch Families - Larry 
& Sue, Todd & Ellen and Scott, 
Angela & Connor

Pair of UW hockey tickets - 
includes playoff rounds
Retail Value: $459

One Fraser Fir Christmas tree 
(Annual sale is Nov. 30-Dec. 2 
in UW Stock Pavilion. Come on 
Friday for best choice.)
Retail Value: $75 
Donor: UW Forestry Club

Badger season basketball tickets 
for games at the Kohl Center  
Retail Value: $720

Tailgate package
Retail Value: $100
Donor: Agri-View

Continued on page 9
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College of Agricultural and Life Sciences and Farm & Industry 
Short Course graduates are invited to attend the annual WALSAA 
sponsored Farm Technology Days Picnic in Albany Wednesday 
afternoon, Sept. 19 from 3:30-7:30 p.m. at Larson Acres Dairy Farm.

The cost of the meal remains at only $10 per person. We’ll have 
brats, burgers, salads, soda, beer, milk and dessert.

Plan to attend Farm Technology Days on Wednesday and join us 
at the picnic. No reservations are needed and friends and family are 
welcome! 

Farm Technology Days Tent City is located at Plain View Stock 
Farm, W1202 State Highway 59, Albany, Wis. The WALSAA picnic 
at Larson Acres is just down the road at 18218 W State Road 59, 
Evansville.

This year’s Quarter Scale Tractor Student Design Competition, 
held in Peoria, Ill., attracted 23 teams from the United States and 
Canada. Badger Pulling had a strong showing, finishing third place 
in the Pulling Event, 10th place overall and third place in the Website 
Design competition. All of those involved enjoyed the unique learn-
ing experience that competition provides, and with the exception of 
a few graduating seniors, the team is excited to return for the 11th 
annual competition next year in Peoria, Ill.

Continued from page 8

Badger party basket
Retail Value: $60
Donor: R& S Insurance 
Company, Sheldon A. Schieldt & 
Diane Amera

Gift box of assorted Wisconsin 
Championship Cheese (2007 
Wisconsin State Fair Winners) 
Retail Value: $35
Donors: Norm Maier 

One throw blanket; one XL zip-
pered poncho
Retail Value: $48
Donor: Dairyland Seed

Two cases of Capitol Amber 
beer 
Retail Value: $50
Donor: Capitol Brewery & 
WALSAA

Two cases of Capitol Island 
Wheat beer 
Retail Value: $50
Donor: Capitol Brewery & 
WALSAA

Six bottles of assorted Botham 
wine 
Retail Value: $100
Donor: Botham Winery & 
WALSAA

Print – An April Storm by 
Robert Duncan 
Retail Value: $150
Donor: Lou Arrington

One full week in a Door 
County 4-bedroom, 3.5 bath, 2.8 
acre property that sleeps more 
than 8.
Retail Value: $1,500 to $1,800
Donor: James Wilson Family

If you’d like to donate an item 
of $100 or more, contact the 
WALSAA office at 608-262-5784.

Badger Pulling Team Takes Third

Farm Technology Days Annual 
WALSAA Picnic To Be Held Sept. 19
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 Celebrate Agriculture at Illinois Tailgate
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You’re invited to join Illinois Ag Alumni at their Ag Day Tailgate event in Champaign,
as Wisconsin plays Illinois.



By Karen Lee

On Aug. 1, Dean Molly Jahn 
celebrated her one-year anniver-
sary with the College by slinging 
dirt with a host of people that 
had their hand in planning a 
new $5.1 million, 500-cow dairy 
facility at the UW-Madison’s 
Arlington Agricultural Research 
Station.

Dean Jahn was joined by 
State Agriculture Secretary 
Rod Nilsestuen, UW-Madison 
Vice Chancellor Alan Fish and 
members of the Dairy Building 
Contractors – a group of dairy 
producers that formed to assist 
the University with the project.

Completion of the new facil-
ity is a key component of the 
UW-Madison's overall integrat-
ed dairy modernization project. 

The new facility will replace 
the Arlington station's Emmons 
Blaine Dairy, which currently 
houses approximately 240 cows. 
The new facility will play an 
integral role in the college's dairy 
research mission by focusing on 
the lactating cow. 

The university's young 
stock are reared separately at 

recently updated facilities at 
the Marshfield Agricultural 
Research Station. The new facil-
ity will position the College of 
Agricultural and Life Sciences 
to meet the future needs of 
Wisconsin's dairy industry by 
providing researchers with the 
resources needed to study dairy 
animals birth through lactation.

 New Arlington Dairy Facility Breaks Ground
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The Department of Wildlife 
Ecology and the Department 
of Forestry Ecology and 
Management at the UW-Madison 
College of Agricultural and Life 
Sciences are merging to become 
the Department of Forest and 
Wildlife Ecology.

The new department’s 
greater size and disciplinary 
breadth will better position it to 
address many of today’s natural 
resource challenges, says for-
estry professor Ray Guries, who 
serves as chairman of the new 
department.

The merger brings togeth-
er two departments that share 
common interests in natu-
ral resources, occupy adjacent 
space and already collaborate in 
a variety of instruction, research 
and outreach programs. The 
two departments also share 
some common history. Both 
are rooted in a Department 
of Wildlife Management that 
was founded in 1939 by Aldo 

Leopold and grew to become 
the Department of Forestry and 
Wildlife Management in 1956. 
The separate departments were 
created in 1962.

“The faculties of the two 
departments have collaborated 
to ensure that the new depart-
ment will maintain excellence in 
forestry and wildlife conserva-
tion, the two fields that were the 
pillars of Aldo Leopold’s pro-
fessional career,” says profes-
sor Scott Craven, who chaired 
the wildlife ecology department 
from 2000 until this year. “Our 
vision is to provide science-
based research, instruction and 
outreach on forest and wildlife 
resources in an ecologically and 
socially sustainable fashion.”

The combined unit will be 
more competitive for funding 
in basic and applied research 
and more flexible in manag-
ing instructional programs. 
Students will benefit from a 
broader array of courses, the 

melding of the two depart-
ments’ existing summer field 
camp and “capstone” courses, 
and better access to computing 
resources, labs, internships and 
other career opportunities, says 
Guries.

“We will continue to help 
students, stakeholders and the 
public understand and appreci-
ate the importance of natural 
resources,” Guries adds. “We 
will also work with natural 
resource agencies and profes-
sionals to help maintain and 
restore healthy ecosystems.”

The combined department 
will have a faculty of 20, plus 
a number of instructional and 
research staff and more than 
200 graduate and undergradu-
ate students. The department 
will continue to offer under-
graduate majors in both for-
est science and wildlife ecology, 
together with Master and Ph.D. 
programs in both forestry and 
wildlife ecology.

CALS Departments Merge to Form Department of Forest and Wildlife Ecology
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Thanks Greatly to All
NAADA Volunteers

Jessica Agnew
Tom Albrecht
Jon Anderson

Jim Armbruster
Lou Arrington
Paul Bergum

Elizabeth Borgwardt
Scott Borgwardt

Jane Breuer
Jeff Breuer

Gena Cooper
Sue Cowan
Arin Crooks

Caitlin Dallich
Peggy Daluge
Andy Diercks
Steve Diercks

Jenny Dierickx
Dave Fischer
Becky Folgert 

Bill and Leslie Hantke
Marcy Heim

Liz Henry
Rachael Herschleb

Ann Huenink
Lynn Hummel
Scott Johnson
Isaac Kabera

Al and Mary Koepke
Sam Kopf

Chuck Kostichka
Karen (Topel) Lee

Mike Marr
Moriah Morris

Dwight Mueller
Linda Murray

Bob Pofahl
Judith Rapacz-Hasler

Edward Reible
Merle Richter

Judy Reith Rozelle
Sheldon Schieldt

Tom Schwab
Raluca Sima

Bernie and Marty Staller
Deena Thompson

Maura Tracy
Jennifer Vincent

Bob Williams
Tom Wright

Tanya Zimmerman

NAADA Co-Chairs, Jessica Agnew and Jennifer Vincent relax a bit during 
the NAADA picnic held at West Madison.

NAADA President Bill Sheets of Colorado State dances with Bucky 
Badger.

Co-Chairs

President and Bucky
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UW Professor Buck Joseph conducts a NAADA session for volunteers at 
the conference.

WALSAA Board members Merle Richter (left) and Rick Daluge in deep 
conversation about the NAADA conference.

Volunteer Session

Conference Conversation

Thank You NAADA 
Conference Donors

John Hansen Family

Oscar Mayer/Kraft Foods

Accelerated Genetics

Agri-View

Coloma Farms

Degussa Feed Additives

Egg Innovations LLC

AgSource/CRI

Al Koepke

Alto Dairy Cooperative

Badger Press, Inc.

Brakebush Brothers, Inc.

Case IH

Daluge Travel LLC

David Dickson, Professor 
Emeritus

East Central/Select Sires, Inc.

Farm Credit Wisconsin

Foremost Farms USA/Golden 
Guernsey

Gottschalk Cranberries Inc.

Jones Dairy Farm

LeRoy Haeuser, Rural Insurance

Hoard’s Dairyman

Monsanto Dairy

Rural Route 1 Popcorn

Semex

Usinger’s Famous Sausage

UW Agricultural Research 
Stations

UW-Madison CALS

Valley View Farms LLC

Virchow Krause & Company LLP

Wisconsin Milk Marketing 
Board
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 Governor's Award Given
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When he was in seventh 
grade, Mike Hillstrom was hap-
piest when he was playing with 
bugs.

A dozen years later, it’s still 
true. But now the bugs are a lot 
bigger and more exotic. And 
technically, he’s not just play-
ing.

Hillstrom, a fourth-year 
graduate student in entomol-
ogy, is doing everything he can 
to help a new generation of kids 
catch the insect bug. As coordi-
nator of the Insect Ambassadors, 
a student-run program based in 
the UW-Madison entomology 
department, he helps teach the 
public – especially kids – about 
insects and the vital role they 
play in our environment.

“Everybody has a concept 
of what an insect is, but it 
usually just relates to the four 
insects that bother them,” says 
Hillstrom, a native of Neenah. 
“So it’s good to get out there 
and teach people about all the 
important things insects are 
doing.”

Insect Ambassadors are 
undergraduate or graduate 
students, most of whom are 
studying in the entomology 
department. In presentations to 
area schools and community 
groups, the students give a brief 
introduction to insects and then 
display cases of mounted speci-
mens. But the real fun begins 
when the Ambassadors bring 
out the live bugs, including 
Madagascar hissing cockroach-

es and walking sticks from 
Southeast Asia.

“Kids love playing with the 
live insects,” explains Hillstrom. 
“And it gets (them) to open 
their minds about insects – that 
every insect isn’t scary and 
gross.”

The program was created 
nine years ago and has been 
growing in popularity ever 
since. Insect Ambassadors 
started out giving only one or 
two presentations per semester; 
now they‘re giving upwards 
of 15 to 20. Every presentation 
generates more requests – some 
from out of state.

“You’ll do a presentation 
one year for a single teacher 
with a class of 30, and then 
the next year, it’s hers and 
two other classrooms,” says 
Hillstrom. “And they in turn 
tell other people, and suddenly 
it’s 600 kids and eight presenta-
tions and ‘Can you just come 
for the whole day?’”

Hillstrom thinks all this 
positive buzz about insects is 
wonderful, and just what the 
insects deserve.

“Three-quarters of all ani-
mal species on the planet are 
insects,” he says. “They play 
an incredibly important role in 
humans‘’ lives, both culturally 
and economically. It’s a great 
opportunity to teach and learn.

“But really, I’m always 
happy to go out and play with 
cockroaches or walking sticks 
with kids.”

Babcock Institute 
Receives Award

The Babcock Institute for 
International Dairy Research and 
Development received a 2006 
Governor’s Export Achievement 
Award – Agricultural Support 
Service Provider at the 42nd 
annual Wisconsin International 
Trade Conference May 9 in 
Milwaukee.

The award is given to orga-
nizations or companies that 
provide services that enhance 
the ability of Wisconsin firms to 
export their products.

The Babcock Institute 
strengthens the worldwide dairy 
industry by sharing Wisconsin’s 
expertise through multilingual 
publications, training programs 
and research. In the process, it 
reinforces the state’s reputation 
as the world’s center for dairy 
expertise and technology and 
builds international markets for 
Wisconsin dairy products, sup-
plies and services.

In addition, Babcock Institute 
researchers regularly analyze 
international dairy markets to 
help Wisconsin dairy firms, 
farmers and policymakers eval-
uate trends and competitors and 
develop appropriate strategies. 

Emerging dairy industries 
are the primary target for the 
Institute’s outreach work. To 
date it has staged 87 short cours-
es for 3,280 dairy leaders from 59 
countries. More than 150 coun-
tries have received the institute’s 
print and Internet publications.

This is the institute’s second 
Governor’s Export Achievement 
Award. It received the first in 
1999.

For more information visit 
the Babcock Institute’s website 
at http://babcock.cals.wisc.edu.

Catching the Insect Bug: Insect 
Ambassadors Spread Their Fascination 

With the Six-Legged World
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WALSAA Fire-Up Ticket Request Form
There are football game tickets still available

for the Fire-Up/Citadel package.

Purchase with Check, MasterCard or Visa. Orders MUST include PAYMENT (check or credit card). 
Fire-Up is on Sept. 15 from 8:30-10:30 a.m.

at the Stock Pavilion prior to the 11 a.m. Citadel game.

Mail order deadline is Sept. 7.
Registrations received after Sept. 7 will pay “At Door” price of $30.

Tickets orders are filled as received until tickets are sold out.

FIRE-UP & football tickets will be mailed to the address below in late August:
Name       (purchased by-if different)
Address      City   State  Zip
Phone # (of purchaser)    E-Mail Address (of purchaser) 

Payment Options:
Check made payable to WALSAA in the amount of $  enclosed.  
Checks are to be mailed to WALSAA, 116 Agricultural Hall, 1450 Linden Drive, Madison, WI 53706

Charge $   to:  MasterCard   Visa
Name on Credit Card
Billing Address     City   State  Zip 
Phone #      E-Mail Address
Card #       Expiration Date

Fire-Up Nametags: Please list the names of all persons attending Fire-Up.

Credit Card orders can be faxed to 608-265-5905.

Date Game #Txs Price Total For Office Use Only 
 9/16 PACKAGE FIRE-UP 

Wisconsin Badgers vs. Citadel 
(Maximum 6 game tickets per order)

$64
each

FIRE-UP LUNCHEON TICKETS 
(only)

Handling Charge (Football only)

Total Remittance  

$25
each 

$

 9/16

$10
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 Aug. 2-12 Wisconsin State Fair ■ West Allis

 Aug. 14 WALSAA Board Meeting ■ Wisconsin Dells

 Sept. 14 WALSAA Golf Outing ■ Waunakee

 Sept. 15 WALSAA Fire-Up ■ Stock Pavilion

 Sept. 19 WALSAA Farm Technology Days Picnic 

 Oct. 2-6 World Dairy Expo ■ Madison

 Oct. 6 U of I Ag Day Game versus Wisconsin

 Oct. 11-15 WALSAA Away Trip ■ Purdue University

 Oct. 25 CALS Honorary Recognition Banquet

 Oct. 26 WALSAA Board Meeting 


