
THE CAMPAIGN FOR THE NEXT 167 YEARS
ALL WAYS FORWARD

AGRICULTURAL  

DEAN’S  

RESIDENCE

A Home for  
Signature Student Experiences

Renovation of the historic agricultural dean’s residence  
into a modern student services center

LOOKING BACK. The historic Queen Anne home was built as a private residence 

for William Henry, dean of agriculture at UW-Madison in 1896 as part of a retention package 

to keep him from being lured away to another university. Over the years, four deans and their 

families occupied the home located near the shores of Lake Mendota. 

In 1984, it was placed on the National Register of Historic Places and, shortly after, the public 

Allen Centennial Garden was installed and dedicated as an outdoor classroom designed to 

complement the home. For the last 20 years, the home has housed a variety of administrative 

offices. 
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TODAY. One of the hallmarks of a CALS education today is our emphasis on be-

yond-classroom experiences that allow students to integrate their classroom learning with 

pre-professional experiences – something we call the CALS Signature Student Experience. 

More than 72% of CALS undergraduates participate in three or more of these activities, which 

include studying abroad, working on grant-funded research, having an internship or joining a 

student organization. 

Currently, there is no designated space for our 20 student organizations. We also lack space 

for career services, including corporate recruiter interviews, alumni mentoring activities and 

international study programs.

LOOKING FORWARD. We want to guarantee that all CALS undergraduate 

students can participate in at least four of these programs prior to their graduation. In order 

to meet this ambitious goal, we need to provide advising, mentoring and other services 

to support students who want to balance these out-of-classroom experiences with their 

coursework.

This charming building that was home to many deans is the perfect new home for these 

activities to support our Signature Student Experiences. The architectural features of the 

house will provide a welcoming and supportive environment for students to build their own 

communities and to explore options to expand their horizons. The planned renovations will 

transform a 19th century single family home into a modern student services center.

BE A PART OF IT. The historic dean’s residence has been changed only minimally 

over the years and is in need of renovations to make it a functional, modern space for 

students. You can help give students the space they need by making a donation in support of 

the project. Every gift makes a difference.
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CALS Signature Student Experiences

Our signature student experiences are based on the Wisconsin 

Experience, a term used to describe UW-Madison undergraduates 

applying their education to significantly and positively impact 

the world. The term “Wisconsin Experience” is grounded in the 

Wisconsin Idea and our tradition of training students who are 

creative problem solvers; passionate, engaged and adaptable world 

citizens; critical thinkers able to create and evaluate new knowledge 

and future leaders of their global communities.

The Wisconsin Experience incorporates four main areas:

l Substantial research experiences that generate knowledge and 

analytical skills

l Global and cultural competencies and engagement

l Leadership and activism opportunities

l Application of knowledge in the “real world”

Our students fulfill the Wisconsin Experience through the 
following CALS Signature Student Experiences:

l Joining a student organization related to academic or career goals

l Studying abroad

l Participating in a first-year seminar or interest group

l Completing an undergraduate research experience 

l Participating in an internship or other workplace-based 

experience 

l Working closely with a faculty member in a seminar course, 

honors course, or independent study

l Completing a  “capstone experience,” which require students 

to integrate diverse bodies of knowledge to solve a problem or 

formulate a policy of societal importance



Agricultural  dean’s residence
Floor 1

Agricultural  dean’s residence
Floor 2
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Agricultural  dean’s residence
Basement

Agricultural  dean’s residence
Floor 3


