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Congratulations 
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LEFT: Animal science major Liz Vaadeland and dairy 
science major Katie Bock displayed their Badger spirit 
on their graduation caps. Both are members of AWA.

Photos and captions provided by CALS Associate Dean 
External Relations & Advancement Heidi Zoerb

LEFT: Dean Kate looks on as proud parents use 
the opportunity to take photos of their graduating 
students. More than 250 CALS students participated in 
commencement this year. Former UW quarterback 
Russell Wilson was the featured speaker at the 
ceremony.

RIGHT: Graduating seniors met 
WALSAA members on the steps 
of Ag Hall to enjoy doughnuts and 
coffee prior to the ceremony at 
Camp Randall. WALSAA sponsored 
the event in cooperation with CALS.

ABOVE: If you look closely, you can spot Dean Kate VandenBosch in the center of this group photo taken 
before the graduates processed together to Camp Randall.
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G 
reetings Fellow Alumni!

By the time this issue arrives in your mailbox, 

the spring semester will be in the rear view mirror 

and we will be planning for an exciting 2016-17 academic 

year.  

Congratulations to our newest alumni! I enjoyed 

meeting many of them at WALSAA’s pre-commencement 

gathering and look forward to welcoming them into 

the fold as WALSAA members. If you know any new 

graduates, make sure you encourage them to join 

WALSAA. Better yet, buy them a WALSAA membership. 

Is there any better graduation gift than a WALSAA 

lifetime membership?

I would also like to thank WALSAA’s sponsors 

for their continued generosity. This year our sponsors 

really stepped up their support. Please consider giving 

our sponsors your business when the opportunity 

arises. By now, many of you are asking: How can my 

company become a WALSAA sponsor? Please talk to 

Valerie Johnson and she can give you all the details. We 

have sponsorship opportunities to fit any company’s 

budget. By becoming a WALSAA sponsor you will get 

to both support a great organization and receive some 

high visibility promotion for your business. This is an 

opportunity you do not want to pass up.

The contributions made throughout the year support 

the activities of WALSAA with one of the most important 

being our academic awards and scholarships for students. 

In this issue, read about the 10 exceptional four-year 

students honored with the Outstanding Sophomore 

Award and Scholarship. In addition, five Farm and 

Industry Short Course students received scholarships. 

Lastly, we recognize the WALSAA Outstanding Advisor, 

Heidi Boodrich-Blair, professor in the Department of 

Bacteriology. We commend and congratulate all of these 

deserving honorees.

As I mentioned in the last WALSAA Express, former 

Membership and Events Coordinator Maria Woldt has 

departed WALSAA. Maria accepted a position as director 

of industry relations at the Dairy Business Association. We 

wish her the best. In April, we hired 

Stephanie Stout as the new WALSAA 

membership and events coordinator. 

Stephanie owns Polled Dairy Cattle 

#PolledPlace in Wisconsin Dells, and 

remains involved with her family 

farm, Briar Holsteins, located in 

Monroe. In addition, Stephanie is 

active in the Dairy Girl Network, Wisconsin Farm 

Bureau and the Illinois Holstein Association. Please join 

me in welcoming Stephanie to WALSAA.

Mark your calendars for a couple of upcoming 

WALSAA-related events. If you are attending Farm 

Technology Days in Walworth County this summer, plan 

on attending the WALSAA picnic on July 20 at Walworth 

County Fairgrounds. This year’s event will be held in 

conjunction with the Friends of Walworth County Junior 

Beef Project annual steak fry.

The WALSAA Football Fire-Up will be on Saturday, 

Sept. 17 with the Badgers taking on the Georgia State 

University Panthers. GSU is coming off a 2015 bowl 

appearance and is lead by two former Packer assistants, 

head coach Trent Miles and offensive coordinator Jeff 

Jagodzinski. You don’t want to miss this game and you 

definitely don’t want to miss the opportunity to connect 

with old friends and meet new friends at the 2016 

WALSAA Football Fire-Up. We will again be at the UW 

Foundation parking lot in Madison and will have a great 

selection of silent auction items available for purchase. 

This event is one of the largest fundraising events of the 

year and the proceeds significantly support scholarships 

for students. This year marks the first WALSAA Daluge 

Red Jacket Award presentation. Congratulations to Jack 

Kaltenberg on receiving this honor! Be certain to plan 

on attending this great event to visit with fellow CALS 

alumni and students. 

President's Message: 
Welcome new alumni

WALSAA President Tom Janczewski

A
fter a lot of discussion with my family, I’ve decided to step down from my administrative roles this 

summer to head back to my faculty home in Biological Systems Engineering. I’ve served as CALS’ associate 

dean for extension and outreach since 2008. This job has been the most fast-moving and rewarding of my 

career.

As a member of faculty, I will develop research and extension programs that apply new technologies – 

including sensors, robotics and wireless communications – to reduce injuries and negative health outcomes 

for people and the environment. I’m thrilled to return to faculty life. I love recruiting and mentoring students 

and opening young minds to the excitement of applying engineering solutions to complex agricultural and 

environmental problems.

As we speak, Extension is going through the biggest change in its 100-plus-year history. The “nEXT 

Generation” reorganization efforts began in early 2015, and the process will continue through this year and result 

in change that impacts counties and UW campuses. I am hopeful that these efforts will lead to an organization 

that is more streamlined, efficient, modern and sustainable for the coming decades.

Looking back at my associate dean experience, it’s amazing how many things happen in a world-class 

land-grant university like UW–Madison in a short time. In eight years, I’ve been able to work with five different 

deans, and I’ve loved solving complicated problems with wonderful colleagues in CALS and UWEX administration. 

The most rewarding role has been to align resources to respond to a rapidly changing world. I’ve been able 

to support departments, centers and regional extension leaders as we’ve hired about 30 campus specialists at 

UW–Madison and UW–River Falls, and more than 35 county educators and agents.

Wisconsin is a special place. When I was a candidate for this position in late 2007, then-Dean Molly Jahn 

invited me over from Minnesota to experience a Badger football game. While I’d been sold on the job itself, it 

was that sunny October afternoon in Camp Randall, and feeling the stadium sway during “Jump Around,” that 

convinced our family that Madison was the place to be.

We’re also a special state in that agriculture faces enormous challenges in the coming decade that CALS 

and Cooperative Extension must meet head-on. We will continue to see growing needs and critical challenges 

around water and other natural resources; competing sustainably in a global food and agricultural market; and 

appropriately and safely deploying new biological, genetic and digital technologies. The great people in our 

college are up to the task, and I am eager to engage with them wearing my creative faculty hat.

Best wishes to all the WALSAA members whom I’ve had the pleasure of meeting. I will still see you around, 

but it will be from a different seat – and, hopefully, with a glow on my face.

On, Wisconsin!

CALS Message: A farewell to 
CALS and UWEX Administration

CALS Associate Dean for Extension and Outreach John Shutske

Stephanie Stout
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FISC Corner: Congratulations 
FISC award recipients

H
undreds upon hundreds came to the newly 

remodeled Union South. What they witnessed was 

a brand new class of FISC students walk across the 

stage, receive their certificate and become alumni.

It was a wonderful event, with FISC Director Jessie 

Potterton at the helm. She presented the students as 

College of Agricultural and Life Sciences Dean Kathryn 

VandenBosch handed out the certificates. The cumulative 

group of students were very respectful, thankful for the 

opportunities they have had, and excited to take on the 

world.

WALSAA board member and FISC graduate 

Cory Brown gave an inspirational speech. Brown also 

introduced the WALSAA award winners. The WALSAA 

Outstanding Leadership and Activity Awards were 

presented to William Coyne, Sarah Pate and Lindsey 

Rettenmund. The WALSAA Academic Award was award-

ed to five students with the highest cumulative GPA. 

They were Patrick Rebout, Austin Timmerman, Lindsey 

Rettenmund and Anthony Seelow. The Outstanding 

Student Awards went to Sarah Pate, Patrick Rebout, 

Lindsey Rettenmund, Anthony Seelow and Brett Weiland.

WALSAA would like to extend an invitation to all 

FISC graduates to become members. We all might have 

a little different reason why to join the alumni group. 

For some, it is a chance to give back, for others it is the 

connection to the people.

One thing we can be certain about is that although life 

may take us away from campus, Farm & Industry Short 

Course will always be with you. 

WALSAA FISC Chairman Bob Behnke

WALSAA Farm Technology Days 
Annual Picnic set for July 20

UW–Madison’s College of Agricultural and Life 

Sciences and Farm & Industry Short Course graduates 

are invited to attend the annual WALSAA Farm 

Technology Days Picnic. It will be held Wednesday, 

July 20, from 4 to 7 p.m. at the Walworth County 

Fairgrounds. After a day at the show, enjoy a grilled 

steak with all the fixings, including water or milk, 

at the fairground's Activity Center. You also get a 

homemade dessert of your choice.

For this event, WALSAA is joining forces with 

others to support the Friends of the Walworth County 

Junior Beef Project. The meal will be shared by many, 

but WALSAA members and guests will have a separate 

building within the immediate area of the food service 

line. This will allow us to visit with alumni, CALS 

leadership and other guests. It will also allow us to 

enjoy soda and possibly some adult beverages with 

our meal.

Tickets for the event are just $20 per person. 

Child pricing will be available. Large crowds 

are expected, so please RSVP in advance at 

www.walsaa.org. Walk-ins will be accepted, but RSVPs 

are much appreciated!

The host of the 2016 Farm Technology Days in 

Walworth County is Snudden Farms, N764 Zenda 

Road, Lake Geneva. The WALSAA picnic site is located 

on Hwy 11 in Elkhorn. 

For more information, contact WALSAA at admin@

walsaa.org or (608) 438-1994.
Thank you to all of the UW alumni and supporters 

who joined us again this year for our Hit the Ice with 

WALSAA event on Jan. 30! A special thank you to BMO 

Harris Bank for sponsoring this year’s event.

The Women’s Hockey team defeated St. Cloud State 

3-1. That excitement, coupled with our sold-out, pregame 

event made the day a huge success. Guests enjoyed 

a wonderful buffet at Wando’s, a 50/50 raffle and an 

exciting – and competitive – silent auction. A special 

thank you to those who donated items to the auction and 

those who purchased items to support CALS students:

Silent auction items included:

• WALSAA lifetime membership donated by WALSAA 

• J. Henry & Sons basket donated by J. Henry & Sons

• Wine, sausage and cheese basket donated by Bob 

Behnke

• An opportunity to conduct the UW Marching Band 

during a 5th quarter performance donated by the UW 

Marching Band

• WALSAA Football Fire-Up package for two donated 

by WALSAA

• Signed Badger mini hockey stick donated by UW 

Hockey

Please continue to watch the WALSAA Express for 

updates on next year’s Hit the Ice with WALSAA, as 

well as other exciting events!

Another successful Hit the Ice
with WALSAA event held in January

Tom Janczewski '98 - 2018 
President  
Milwaukee, WI

Vern Dougherty '83, '88 - 2017  
Vice President 
Oconomowoc, WI

Sherryl Pertzborn '84, '89 - 2018 
Treasurer 
Lodi, WI

Sara Schoenborn '10 - 2017   
Past President  
Fitchburg, WI 

Ale Nicolet 
UW Foundation/Ex-Officio 
Madison, WI

Karen Martin 
CALS Rep/Ex-Officio 
Madison, WI

Matt Olson - 2016  
Student Rep 
Madison, WI

Logan Wells - 2016  
Student Rep 
Madison, WI

Heidi Zoerb 
CALS Rep/Ex-Officio 
Madison, WI

Bob Behnke FISC '90 - 2016 
Brooklyn, WI 

Robb Bender '10, '12 - 2016 
Cleveland, WI

Cory Brown FISC '13 - 2018 
Belleville, WI

Shawn Conley '96, '99, '01 - 2018 
Madison, WI 

Al Herrman '77 - 2017  
New Franken, WI

Valerie Johnson '86  - 2016 
Fitchburg, WI

Kim Jones '91 - 2016   
Darlington, WI

Dean Peterson '62, '65, '67 - 2017   
Janesville, WI

Marjorie Stieve '91 - 2017  
Madison, WI

Russell Tietz '96, '98 - 2018  
Watertown, WI

Tom Vergeront '77, '78 - 2018  
Sun Prairie, WI

WALSAA Board of Directors 2015-2016
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Join hundreds of your former classmates, network or just have fun at this fall’s 41st annual WALSAA Football 

Fire-Up Saturday, Sept. 17. The big event will be prior to the faceoff between the Wisconsin Badgers and the 

Georgia State Panthers and will again be in the parking lot of the UW-Foundation, 1848 University Avenue.  

Plans include entertainment such as a band, visit from Bucky Badger, a host of great silent auction items on 

which to bid, and a huge steak meal including everything from beer to potatoes to ice cream. To encourage more 

family attendance, this year family games will be added.

WALSAA announces Football 
Fire-Up for Sept. 17

2016 WALSAA Football 
Fire-Up ticket order form

WALSAA Football Fire-Up sponsor opportunities
Need to recruit or advertise to your former classmates or new CALS grads or interns? Consider a sponsorship at 

this fall’s WALSAA Football Fire-Up.  

This fall event precedes a major UW-Madison football game and is our largest event, allowing alumni, faculty 

and students to network. About 500 people attended the last two events. Discounts apply if combined with other 

sponsorships such as FISC Reunion, Farm Technology Days Picnic or WALSAA Express newsletter.

WALSAA offers:

• Presenting Sponsors – five maximum, non-competing. Sponsors will be recognized with logo on banner and 

signage, logo in the invitation, news release mention and introduced at the event. Cost: $1,000 (includes four Fire-Up 

luncheon tickets)

• Badger Level Sponsors – ten maximum. Sponsors will be recognized with name on banner and signage, in 

the invitation, news release mention and announced at the event. Cost: $500 (includes two Fire-Up luncheon tickets)

To reach the more than 500 expected attendees, contact Valerie Johnson at vjohnson@habitatdane.org or (608) 

235-5595 for a list of available opportunities. Most sponsorships include complimentary Fire-Up tickets.

Mark your calendar for Sept. 17 and use the form in this newsletter or visit www.walsaa.org for Fire-Up and 

football ticket order information. Football ticket limits and deadlines apply so order early. 

Please go online to www.walsaa.org or fill in ALL information below to complete your registration.

Name:  

Address: 

City, State & Zip Code: 

Phone Number:  

E-mail (required to receive additional e-mail correspondence): 

Event Cost # of Tickets Total

Game Day Package*
Fire-Up Luncheon** &
Wisconsin vs. Georgia State tickets
Kick-off 11 a.m.
(max. 6 tickets per request)

WALSAA member: $75
Child 3-11: $65
Child under 3: Free***

WALSAA member:  ___
Children 3-11:        ___
Children Under 3:   ___ $

Fire-Up Luncheon
Luncheon** Tickets Only

WALSAA member: $30
Non-member: $40
Child 3-11: $20
Child under 3: Free

WALSAA member:  ___
Non-member:        ___
Children 3-11:        ___
Children Under 3:   ___

$

Fire-Up T-Shirts $15 per shirt Small Qty ___ Medium Qty.___
Large Qty.___ X-Large Qty.___ $

Make checks payable to WALSAA.

Mail registration and payment to WALSAA at 
P.O. Box 5177, Madison, WI 53705

Registration must be postmarked on or before Aug. 31.
After that date, tickets will be for sale at the gate 

for an additional $5 each.

Additional 100% tax 
deductible donation 
to WALSAA

$

Total Cost $

List Names for Fire-Up Nametags:

All football and Fire-Up Luncheon tickets will be available at the “Will Call” table. Tickets will NOT be mailed.

* Badger football tickets are available only to WALSAA members as a Game Day Package deal 
with Fire-Up Luncheon tickets. 

** $15 of each luncheon ticket is a gift of support to WALSAA and is 100% tax deductible. 
***Children Under 3 must sit on the lap of an adult football ticket holder during the Badger game.

For additional information, please contact WALSAA. 
Phone: (608) 438-1994; E-mail: admin@walsaa.org; or visit us on the web at www.walsaa.org

Saturday, Sept. 17 • 8:30 a.m.
UW Foundation parking lot, 1848 University Avenue

Kaltenberg to receive first WALSAA Daluge Red Jacket Award
Watch a new tradition begin at the Sept. 17th WALSAA Football Fire-Up as the first 

WALSAA Daluge Red Jacket Award will be presented to Jack Kaltenberg.

The new award honors Peggy and Rick Daluge, known to most WALSAA members. Rick 

was WALSAA’s executive director for many years and a founding member of the National Ag 

Alumni and Development Association (NAADA). Rick served as CALS placement director and 

CALS assistant dean before retiring as FISC director in 2008. A red jacket will be presented to 

someone who has helped WALSAA grow each year in their honor.

Kaltenberg was selected as the first recipient because, as an early WALSAA president, he 

guided the organization through much growth. With his help, WALSAA increased membership, jumpstarted alumni 

outreach through area dinners and began more student awards at graduation.  

“I recall the first Fire-Up,” Kaltenberg said. “We had 40 people and a grill on the grass outside the Stock Pavilion.” 

This event has now grown to about 500 people and is an annual industry event.

Kaltenberg is an owner of Partners in Production, LLC. He and his wife, Jane, live in DeForest.

Jack Kaltenberg
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The end of the academic year is an exciting time for many students. After finals week settles 
down, everyone goes their own direction – whether it is for internships or research or to start 
their careers after graduation. As my term as the WALSAA student representative comes to a 
close, I am thankful for the opportunity to represent the undergraduate students in CALS. I am 
also thankful for the alumni that I have had the privilege to meet and network with along the 
way. On behalf of the students of CALS, we appreciate your continued support.

In my corner of the world, I am graduating with a degree in life sciences communication. 
After graduation, I am joining Charleston|Orwig in Hartland as a junior account executive in 
their reputation management group.

As I move on, I am sure that I will continue to see many of you at industry events and campus gatherings. So this 
isn’t really goodbye, it’s see you later.

By Logan Wells, WALSAA Student Representative
Thank you WALSAA for all of the support for not only me personally but all students. As 

the year ends, in classes we often review over the class learning objectives and what all we have 
learned. At graduation, it is fitting to reflect on the overarching lessons learned throughout col-
lege, whether that is in the classroom, through student organizations, volunteering or other 
components of the college experience. One lesson that WALSAA specifically has taught me is 
the importance of giving back. Whether it is through scholarships and innovation grants, sitting 
on advisory boards or simply giving kind words to faculty and students, WALSAA members are 
always the first to help out our college. Other colleges in the university simply don’t have that kind 
of support. Again thank you WALSAA for all you do to make this school the best it can be.

Next fall I will be attending graduate school at Purdue University. While in West Lafayette, I will be pursuing a 
masters in wood science, studying sawmill optimization technologies. Specifically I will be working with a program 
that takes a CT scan of hardwood logs and how to read that scan and saw the log up to maximize the log's value. After 
my masters, I would either like to get a job as a wood products extension officer or start my own sawmill in Wisconsin.

Thank you again for all the support, and I will be sure to always remember to give back to others as WALSAA does!  

By Matt Olson, WALSAA Student Representative Savannah Waller has been dreaming about an edu-

cation at UW-Madison since she was a little girl attend-

ing Badger football games with her family. Growing up 

on a crop farm in Janesville made 

her a natural fit for CALS and the 

Agronomy Department where she 

has learned about how crops grow 

and grown herself.  

With one year remaining in her 

education at Madison, Savannah is 

busy making sure she gets the most 

out of her time left. She is active in CALS organizations 

like the Association of Women in Agriculture (AWA), 

Collegiate Farm Bureau (CFB) and the National Agri-

Marketing Association (NAMA).  

Savannah says her time in NAMA has been “extreme-

ly rewarding in helping uncover her passion for market-

ing.” She was a member of the 2016 NAMA Marketing 

Team that took home the top prize at April’s National 

Competition in Kansas City. The team created a full mar-

keting launch plan for their product CranBerrí, a natu-

rally sweet alternative to other dried fruit snacks.  They 

focused their plan on marketing to several specific con-

sumer categories. Savannah’s experience with the student 

NAMA chapter will be capped off next year in a great 

way as she was recently elected to be the 2016-17 student 

chapter president.

Savannah says, “The NAMA class and competition 

have been an amazing experience. It was awesome to 

work with the team throughout the semester and see 

all of our hard work pay off at such a competitive and 

respected event.” Savannah is already looking forward to 

brainstorming product ideas for next year!

Savannah’s time on the NAMA Marketing Team has 

helped her to realize that after graduation she would like 

to work in agri-marketing. This will allow her to leverage 

her passion for agriculture and experience all that the 

industry has to offer.

In addition, CALS was instrumental in helping 

Savannah find real-world experience through a summer 

internship with DuPont Pioneer in the summer of 2015.  

This summer she will be working in the vineyard and 

tasting room at Botham Vineyards, combining her love of 

both agronomy and marketing – stop by and see her in 

Barneveld.  

When asked what impact alumni have had on her 

CALS experience, Savannah says, “Many talented alumni 

have helped to prepare me for my time after college 

through job search and interviewing tips. These interac-

tions have allowed me to advance my professional skills 

so that I can shine a positive light on the University of 

Wisconsin College of Agricultural and Life Sciences for 

many years to come.”

Member profile: Watch them grow!

The winning 2016 NAMA Student Marketing Competition Team from 
UW–Madison.

Savannah Waller at Pioneer world headquarters in Johnston, Iowa.

Written by Deanna Kovar, WALSAA Member

Savannah Waller

CALS Happenings

WALSAA Football Fire-Up volunteers wanted
Summer is here, and the season kicks off WALSAA’s annual planning efforts for another amazing fall Fire-Up 

tailgate party.

WALSAA is specifically seeking your help to assist in planning this great annual tradition, which will be held on 

Sept. 17. With high attendance anticipated, we need your guidance in meeting member expectations again this year!

Assistance is needed from arranging the food to acquiring items for the silent auction, WALSAA’s main 

fundraiser for the Outstanding Sophomore and FISC Awards.

If you would like to take the opportunity to assist in the planning and set-up of the 41st annual WALSAA Football 

Fire-Up, contact WALSAA at admin@walsaa.org or (608) 438-1994.

Thank you in advance for your time and commitment to WALSAA!

Matt Olson

Logan Wells
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Become a WALSAA member today

Name: 							       E-mail:

Address:							       City, State, Zip:

Phone:	 Mobile	 Home	 Work	

UW-Madison Graduate?	 Yes		 No	 If yes, year of degree:		  Degree earned:

Additional degrees (please list):

Field(s) of study:

Membership level:	 Annual – $50	 Lifetime – $500	 Lifetime installment – $105	

Additional donation to support WALSAA: $

Total amount: $	 Check	 Money order	 Amer. Express	 Discover	 MasterCard	 Visa

Please complete the following information if you are paying by credit card:
Cardholder’s Name:

Card Number: 						      Exp. Date:		  Security Code:

I authorize WALSAA to charge the credit card indicated above all charges pertaining to my donation. I attest that I am a legal authorized user of 
the designated card.

Signature:									         Date:

Are you interested in volunteering at a WALSAA event? 	 Yes	 No

Wisconsin Agricultural and Life Sciences Alumni Association (WALSAA) is 

a 501(c)(3) charitable organization that supports the connection of students, 

faculty and alumni to the University of Wisconsin’s College of Agricultural 

and Life Sciences (CALS), including the college’s Farm and Industry Short 

Course (FISC).

Established in 1972, WALSAA has embarked on a remarkable journey of service 

and fellowship with alumni and friends of CALS. Noted by Roger Biddick, first WALSAA president at the organiza-

tions’ first meeting, “As alumni we can act more effectively than any single group to rebuild the image of greatness 

that this college so justly deserves and at the same time enjoy the fellowship of working together.”

	 WALSAA membership rates: 

	 • Annual membership – $50.00 

	 • Lifetime membership – One-time payment of $500.00 or installment payments of $105 per year for 5 years 

Advantages of being a WALSAA member include WALSAA Express newsletter delivered several times per year 

and invitations to WALSAA events, such as the Football Fire-up, Farm Technology Days Picnic, Hit the Ice Hockey 

event and Brew Crew Bash. A WALSAA membership allows you to reconnect with CALS and give back to the college 

where it all began. Your membership dollars will be used to aid WALSAA as it carries out its efforts to award scholar-

ships, fund CALS Ambassadors, support student leadership and recognize exceptional faculty – all in support of the 

college and the alumni’s connection to it. Become a WALSAA member today!

Save time,
sign up
online!

Alumni updates

New lifetime members
Dona Turner, BS '83

Marlene Schmidt, BS '83

Richard Brye, BS '65

Gale Kirking, BS '87

Mark Thieleke, BS '78

Eric & Teresa Johnson

Patrick Crave, BS '11

Brian Straub, BS '15

Jordan G. DeLong, BS '16

New annual members
Kazutoshi Ueno, BAS '84

In Memoriam
William Xavier Prieve, FISC '10

Marjorie Stieve, BS '91, celebrated her 10th year as a VP at Vita Plus in May.

Eleanor Miller, BS '16, accepted a position with Glanbia Foods in Twin Falls, 

Idaho.

Mark Daluge, BS '03, accepted a new position as the assistant supervisor of 

invasive species for the Teton County Weed and Pest District in Jackson Hole, 

Wyoming.

Craig O'Leary's, BS '81, daughter, Ann O'Leary, was named Alice in 

Dairyland.

Nadine Miller, BS '81, was elected to the Outagamie County Board of 

Supervisors.

Mikaela Breunig, BS '16, was accepted into a plant pathology master's 

program at Michigan State.

Maria McGinnis Woldt, MS '06, accepted a position with Dairy Business 

Association (DBA).

If you have WALSAA Member News for future issues, please share with Valerie 

Johnson at valjohnson86@rocketmail.com.

WALSAA continues its proud tradition of promoting 
student excellence at UW-Madison. After receiving a num-
ber of applications, the WALSAA scholarship committee 
narrowed down its search for the Top 10 Outstanding 
Sophomores through a rigorous prescreening process 
that focused equally on academic achievement, campus 
involvement/leadership, community service and relevant 
experience. From there, only a chosen few were selected 
to interview in front of a panel of three WALSAA board 
members. Ten final awardees were selected based on inter-
view performance. WALSAA’s Outstanding Sophomore 
Awardees for 2016 include:
•	 Faith Bowman, Milwaukee, genetics
•	 Clara Cole, Colgate, animal science/poultry science
•	 Claire Gietzel, Monticello, agronomy
•	 Sara Griswold, Black Earth, life sciences 

communication

•	 Charles Hamilton, Cuba City, dairy science
•	 Abigail Martin, Janesville, dairy science
•	 Mariah Martin, Brooklyn, life sciences communication
•	 Jessica Miller, Germantown, genetics
•	 Bradley Morgan, Fond du Lac, biology
•	 Austin Wenck, East Troy, animal science

WALSAA awards Outstanding Sophomores

Congratulations to WALSAA’s Outstanding Sophomores for 2016.
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July 15

July 20 

Sept. 3

Sept. 17

WALSAA Board of Directors Meeting, Madison 

WALSAA Farm Technology Days Picnic, Walworth Co. Fairgrounds

Alumni gathering @ UW Badgers vs. LSU – Lambeau

WALSAA Football Fire-up, UW Foundation Parking Lot

www.walsaa.org

Follow WALSAA online at:

	 www.facebook.com

	 www.twitter.com/walsaa


